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would not have come abont in this year of
1939 had the control of international eredit
been in the bands of responsible Governments
and not in the hands of voracious grabbers—
hecause that is the actual position to-day.
Any member who has travelled the world
will realise that what I say is the truth.
Therefore it behoves this House to support
the motien and to do everything in its
power to ensure that every other Parlia-
ment and every loeal-governing body sup-
ports it too, so that finally we ean know
that we have now true peace.

On wotion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

Niting suspended from 1252 to 1 a.m

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Cowneil's Request for Conference.

Message from the Council veceived and
read requesting a eonference on the amend-
ments insizted on by the Council, and notify-
ing that it had appointed the Chief Secre-
tary, on. €. F. Baxter and Hon. J.
XNicholson as managers for the Couneil.

The PREMIER: I move—

That the Council’s request for a conferemce
be agrced to. that the managers for the As-
sembly he the Minister for Works, Mr. Me-
Donald and the mover, and that the confer-
ence be held in the Speaker’s room at 3 p.m,
today (Wednesday).

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Couneil.

House adjonrned at 1.5 a.m. { Wednesday).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.
Training of Unskilled Workers.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief
Seceretary: 1, Is the Government aware that
the Defence Department iz calling applica-
tions from unskilled youths to hecome
skilled tradesmen under their training
secheme, and that the suceessful applicants
have to go East to complete their training?
2, What steps (if any) has the Gorernment
taken to provide for similar training in this
State? 3, Will the Government make re-
presentation to the Defence Department
that it is the considered opinion in Western
Anstralia that our unskilled youths should
have the opportunity of hecoming skilled
workers in Western Australia and indieate
in what manner it will assist?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, The initial meeting of the Com-
mittee is to be held in Sydney on the 8th
mstant. Mr. I'. A, Wood, Industrial Regis-
trar, i« aitending thiz meeting on bhehalf
of this State. At present suceessful ap-
plicants as ton] sharpeners must proceed to
the Fastorn States for training. Others
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will be trained in Western Australia. The
position 13 being carefully watched. 3, The
Federal Assistant Minister for Supply
(Mr. Ilolt) is preparing memoranda on
the question, which will be considered by
the Government. Lverything possible will
be done to safeguard the interests of the
voung men in this State.

BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and tfransmiited to the
Assembly.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Ascembly's Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received anil
read notifving that it had agreed to the
Council’s reguest for a conference on the
amendments pressed by the Couneil and thal
it had appoeinted the Premier, the Minister
for Works anud Me. MeDonald as its mana-
zers, the conference to take place in the
Speaker’s room at 5 p.n, on Wednesday,
Gth December.

BILL—POTATO GROWERS LICENSING.
Second Reoding.

Debate resumed from the previens day.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) {4.37]:
The Bill has been introduced so late in the
session fhat there has been no time for hon.
members to establish contaet with .those
interested in the potato-growing industry,
T have heen able to communicate with a few
growers in an area extending as far as the
Marvhrook distriet.  With the exception o
one, those growers have heen entirely op-
posed Lo this legislation. [ consider the
Marvhrook distriet to  Dbe the leaviest
pofato-produeing eontre in the Stale and
the growers theve are definifely apposed to
the mea<ure. A mesting was also held a1
Benger and the erowers there ave alse op-
posed lo the Bill. 1t wenld appear that
none of thase mroups knew anything abont
the legislation until it was introdurced in the
Honze 8 few davs ago, and T eonsider they
arve perfeetly rizht in opposing it nntil they
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have had an oppevtunity of considering the
proposals and expressing their opinion, The
growers in the Maryvbrook distriet had a
meeting amd do not favour the Bill unless
they can have some of their ideas embodied
in it.  There is mno possibility of that
being done new, and I soggest that if eon-
sideration of the Bill eould be postponwl
for four or five months, there would be an
opportunity io refer the whole matter to
interested growers, and particularly those
in the South-West. I understand that Mr.
Piesse has not contacted those producers to
the same extent as he bas vontacted growers
in the Albany distriet. To foree legislation
on a section of the produeers is not right,
particulurly when they have not had an op-
portunity to submit their ideas for con-
sideration.  In the cirenmstances, 1 pro-
pose to vote nzainst the second reading. Tn
any ecase, if the Bill reaches the Com-
mittee  stage awl is amended, we ean-
not expeet that it will pass  through
another place ai  this late stage of
the session. Detter wonld it be to
postpoae this question, and atlow it to he
hronght np agnin next session  In addition
1o consnlting the growers at Benger and
Marvhrook, 1 have spoken to a number of
individual growers, and with the one ex-
ecopticn to which I have referred all are
deliniiely opposed to the Bill. Mr. 3Mann
qualed figures and spoke at Jength on thi-
subjeet, hut 1 dn not think it is necessary
for me to follaw his example. 1 need not
atiempt to cover the ground already tra-
versed, and for the reasons already given
1 will vate against the seeond reading.

HON. G. B, WOOD (Fast) [+41]: T
recret This Bill has bheen introdueed so
Late in the session. Apparvenlly Mr, Piesse
thoueht the Governmnent would he bringing
down a measure much resemhling  this.
The reason T am speaking ix that T have
here a copy of a letter fram an association
1.07 strone, Tt is operating in my pro-
vinee. and its members are whole heartedly
supporting this legislation, The letter has
nol been rend to the House,  Although it is
wriflen to Mr. Plesse, a ropy was supplied
fo me and T intend to veald it. The lotter
is signed by Mr. T Larwood, oeneral seere-
tary of the West Aunstralian Froiterowers
and Market Gardeners™ Association.  Al-
thoneh that body has nat lone heen in exiz-
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tence, it has done a great deal of good
work in finding markets in the Eastern
States, more particularly in  conneetion
with the lemon and fruit indusiry. The
letter is as follows:—

Dear Sir,—At the executive meeting of my

association held on Friday, the 24th Novem-
ber, [ was instructed to write yon stating our
approval of your aetivities in connection with
the potato lieensing Bill. My association is
over 1,000 strong, amd includes practically all
potato-growers within a radins of 50 miles of
Perth, and we heartily endorse your aetion
in bringing forward this most important
legislation.  We have cxhaustively studied
the Bill and dealt with every phase of it, aml
we have nnanimously decided to give you our
wholehearted support. o keen were we on
secing this legislation passed that | rang you
personally at Katanning to arvange an intev-
view to assure vou of my assecintion’s ap-
provil of this Bill.  We gincerely hope that
oor metropolitan  members will all support
this meusure, as we consider it is one of the
first essentials to assist our industry.
In respeet of all primary industries, par-
tieularly those assoeiated with fruit-grow-
ing and vegetables, something ke thig
must be done in the near future. The
measure will assist materially in eliniinat-
ing haphazard methods of marketing, such
as are heing followed todav. This type of
legislation may be new to some members,
but they are graduvally being schooled into
giving their approval of it. Last night Mr.
Mann, in the eourse of his speech, told us
that these nnfortunate people had to pay
=0 many taxes. He quoted a number of
imwres in support of his remarks. A week
hefore that he had no compunction in im-
posing quite a big tax on another body of
producers, the ovchardists,

Hon. W. J. Mann: They definitely asked
for it.

Hon. GG. B. WOOD: T know that, and
admit that the wealthy seection of orehard-
ists did ask for legislation. The hon. mem-
ber, however, did not zive much considera-
tion to the other men when I put up the
case of the small archardists, of whom
there are probably thousands compared
with hundreds of the others. The small
growers did not want to he taxed to that
extent.

Hon. W. .J. Mann: Tt was only a smnall
tax.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Tt does not matfer
about taxing people in =ome instances.
while it does matter in others. Potato-
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growers have to pay many other taxes.
We all pay taxes, to say nothing of sales
tax, and taxation in conneetion with beer,
rohaceo, ete.  Mr., Tuekey said he opposed
the Rill and looked upon the legislation as
premature.  He may be right in his con.
tention, but when a Bill of this natore is
hrought down, there will always be some
antagonism towards it until people have
been educated as to the desivability of
pasaing it.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [4.46]:
Wkhen I saw that Mr. Miles had seenred the
adjournment of the debate, 1 hoped we

would have an howr or two of rvaey
description  of  potato-growing.  Appar-
ently, however, he intends to be his
reticent  self, and reveal himself as
the  sitent member for the session.
was  certainly  looking  forward to o

deseription from the hon. memher of the
intest methods of potato-growing.

Hon, G. W, Miles: I may give vou some-
thing yet about the industry in the North.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am uot opposed to the
principle of organising people engaged in
an indusfry ot this kind but they ought to
be consuited fivst. Apparently the majority
of potalo-growers are not vet in a position
to express a considered opinion coneerning
whether they want to be registered or not.
This Bill has nothing to do with organised
marketing, although Mr. Wood rather sug-
gested that it had to do with that subjeet.
It merely provides for the registration of
growers, and that means nothing.  They
will have to pay a license fee.

Hon. G. B. Wood: The Bill should assist
to that end.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If the organisation was
layal enotrezh, andd it was possible to colleet
the fee from all the growers—how that
wonld be done I do not know—it might he
possible for it to help in the marketing of
potatoes in the Eastern States during cer-
tain years when prices are good. When
prices fall, as they inevitably will in the
near future, it is hopeless to endeavour to
find a market when three times as many
potatocs are available as the market can
absorb.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: That is the time to or-
ganise marketing.

Hon. L. CRAIG: People cannot he made
fo eat potatoes if they decline ta do so0. Mr.
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Piesse held up Tasmania as the acme of
perfection in the organised marketing of
potatoes, and as the principal potato-grow-
ing part of Australin. "Uhe fizures quoted
by Mr. Mann yesterday indicated that West-
ern Amnstralia had a higher yield per acre
than had Tasmania.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: | told you that in my
opening remarks.

Hon. L. CRAIG: And, more important
still, this State has the greater revenue per
acre. Not only do our growers derive a
greater revenue per acre, but receive a
higher price for the product. The average
yield per aere in cash in Tasmania is £14
and in Western Anstralia it is £48. That
is rather significant, when we take into con-
sideration the marketing methods and or-
ganisation existing in Tasmania. Notwith-
standing all this, Tasmaiian growers
are not able to derive nanything like as
great a return per acre as are the growers
in this State. The time is not opportunc
for a Bill of this kind. In any event, the
growers ought to he consulted about it, and
for the reasons I have stated I infend to
oppose the second reading.

HOK. A THOMSON (South-Easi)
[4.50] : Mr. Piesse is to be congratulated on
making a start along the lines he has ad-
vocated. The potato growers in the South-
West are deeply interested in the proposal
and have long urged that something should
be done on their behalf. On a number of
oceasions they have tried to organise their
marketing  conditions, but unfortunately
always some disloyal grower has slashed
prices and all their labour has gone in vain.
‘While orderly marketing is not specifieally
mentioned in the Bill, if the growers arve
registered we shall be in the happy position
of being able to set ont with that objective
in view. We have before ns as a shining
example, the oxperienee of the dried-fruit
growers.

Hon. T.. Craig: But that was a voluntary
movement.

Hon., A. THOMSON: Yes; they volun-
tarily imposed a levy upon themselves, and
that has enabled them to establish their
successfnl organisation. What is behind the
proposal advanced by Mr. Piesse is to set
Zhe ball rolling so that an effective organisa-
tion of potato srowers may be built up.
Western Australia is not so favourably
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situated as Tasmania in relation to the
markets in the Eastern States. Tasmani:
has benefited by its organisation and we
may well follow the example set for us
I have much pleasure in supporting the sec-
ond reading of the Bill.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East—in
reply) [452): Tivst of all, T must say
how surprized | was at the persoual attack
made upon me by Mr. Mann when he ad-
dressed himsclf to the Bill.

The Honorary Minister: We all were.

Hon. H. V. PIESSYE.: Those that know
me both in and out of Parliament will give -
me eredit for honesfy of purposc. Appar-
ently Mr. Mann’s opposition to the Bill was
caused by the fact that several of his elec-
tors had interviewed him and suggested that
he should pursue that course. He is per-
feetly entitled to adopt that attitude and so
are his constituents. On the other hand,
Mr. Burvill and I collaborated in the draft-
ing of the Bill for presentation to Parlia-
went in the light of our experience and the
krowledge gained as a result of many visits
to the Eastern States. Mr. Mann suggested
that I had during the past two wecks en-
deavoured to “extract expressions of ac-
cepiance in connection with the Bill” by
writing to vurious people in the South-
West Provinee. In reply to that suggestion,
I want to make it elear that the people to
whom Mr. Burvill and I addressed those
notifications have, on the advice of Mr.
F. Pugh, been consistently communi-
cated with by us during the past three
years. Not one extra person has been writ-
ten to along the lines suggested. I have a
list of the people to whom I have sent eom-
munieations and each one of them has re-
eeived copies of the minutes of conferences
of the Federal Potato Advisory Couneil
held in Sonth Australia and Vietoria. As
to the late introduction of the Bill, I have
to admit that that 15 so, but I had hoped
that the Government would submit legisla-
tion to deal with the position. When I
found that such was not fthe intention of
the Government, T took the onns npon my-
sclf to introduce the Bill. As Mr. Tuckey
pointed ont, even if the Bill is not agyreed
to, publicity will have been given to the
proposition and those interested will have
an opportunity to Zo more elosely into the
matter. When I ascertained that the ses-
sion was likely to close at an early date I
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considered 1 should advise members, par-
ticnlarly those representing the South-West
Provinee, regarding the provisions of the
Bill and I also submitted copies of the eom-
munications I previously mentioned {o mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly who re-
presented South-West constituencies. I did
that so that they would have some know-
ledge of what was proposed. When I heard
about the objection raised by the Mary-
brook Association I communicated with the
“West Australian” with the object of secur-
ing the publication of the letter from that
hody because I desired to give all interested
an opporlunity to express their opinions re-
garding the advisability of procceding with
the legislation. I make no bones about that.
Subsequeatly I wrote to the Marybrook As-
socialion enlarging upon the position. I
also received a letter from the gentleman
mentioned by Mr. Mann. I think his name
was Taylor.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to resume his seat. The
conference of managers on another Bill is
due to commence in & few minutes, and I
shall new leave the Chair until the conclu-
sion of those proceedings, at which stage
the hells will be rung.

Sitting suspended from 4.56 lo 11.20 p.m.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire to
report that the conference managers met in
conference on the Bill and arrived at an
agreement.  Conference agreed that the Bill
should he passed as presented. 1 move—

That the report be adopted.

Quesiion put and passed, and u message
aceordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—POTATO GROWERS
LICENSING.

Seeond Reading.
Tiebate resnmed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.
Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Before the suspen-

sion I was about to refer to the
number of growers engaged in the
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industry in  Australia today, The esti-
mate g 23,000, and the consumption
is put down at 340,000 tens. If more thun
this guantity is supplied through each State
not knowing what is available, the price
immediately collapses. One of the main ob-
jects of the Bili is that by reason of the regis-
tration of growers the departinent will know
very early, the extent of the production
within the State. Ti will thus be possible to
assist the growers to maintain a steady sup-
ply on the market. I should like to refer to
a letter that I received from Mr. Alex
Murray, who is associated with the potato
industry. The letter which is addressed to
me states—-

I acknowledge your letter of the 17th inst.
wherein you enclose a cireular dealing with
the potato industry, which you have sent out
to different growers. I think the licensing of
growers would be a very good move, as at
the present time it is next to impossible to
asecrtain the correct figurea of the potatoes
grown in Western Australia. Tf this informa-
tion were available, one would be able to
regulate the market to a far better extent
than is possible to-day.

Anything you can do te help the potato in- -
dustry I fecl sure would be appreciated by
the majority of growers. Of course, during
the last twelve to eighteen months the grow-
ers here have had rather a good runm as re-
gards prices, but I feel certain if values were
to come back to abont £5 to £6 per ton, you
would again see growers clamouring for a
control board to help them ont of their diffi-
eulties.

Unless The Eastern States continue to re-
quire our potatoes T do not like the prospects
for the growers during the second half of
Deeember and early in the new year. From
information to hand New South Wales has
good crops, and Victoria anticipates fair
crops from the middle of Deeember onwards.

Last week 1,700 tons of potatoes were
shipped to the Eastern States from Western
Australin, which is u record shipment, and it
appears as if this week 1,500 tons will be
shipped. I also anticipate abont 1,000 tons
for shipment by the steamer sailing from Fre-
mantle on the 30th instant, but after then the
shipments will be considerably reduced.

In the couwrse of his remarks last evening
Mz, Mann stated that if he thought the ex-
port trade of Western Australia could be
inercased he wonld do everything possible
to assist towards that end by voting far the
Bill, and in that way having a praetieal
growers’ hoard operating. One of the man
ohjects of the Rill is to exploit new markets,
with the assistance of the commerce depart-
ment, and to obtain information about the
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quantity of potatoes required in Australia,
and for exports from Australia, as well as
the quantities that are in sight in our own
State. I know that Mr. Mann’s heart and
soul are wrapped up in the south-western
part of the State which he represents, and
I realise that his opposition to the Bill is
honest.

I believe that the Agrienltural Department
will welcome the Bill. At a meeting of
growers held on the 16th July, 1934, a resolu-
tion was unanimously passed that all growers
of half-an-nere or more of potatoes should
register. It may he interesting to give the
House some information about the average
production in Western Australia during the
year 1938. Sixty-three per cent. of the
growers cultivated from half-an-acre to five
acres; 3b per cent. cultivated five acres to
ten acres, and 4 per cent. cultivated from 10
acres and over. So it will be seen that
there are very few indeed who are growing
potatoes on an area excceding 10 aeres.
Mr. Mann made some seathing remarks about
the Federal Potato Advisory Council and
said it was not a State organisation at all.
I admit it is not, but it represents the State,
and it has a very good standing. It was ap-
pointed by the Commerce Department to
gain information from all the Australian
States with a view to advising and making
recommendations to the Federal Government.
Had it not bheen for this body the New
Zealand embargo would have been lifted on
several oceasions. Tts funetion is to directly
advigse the Australian Agriculiural Couneil
and the Commerce Department. It is purely
an advisory board. Mr. Mann said that no
State exeept Tasmania took any notice of
the council’s reecommendation to form a
hoard until last vemr. The Tasmanian
board, however, has heen operating for
many vyears, and there is searcely any
need to mention that it has done excellent
work on behalf of the growers of that
State. It was with the knowledge of that
hoard’s good work that the delegates from
all States reeommended to the Australian
Agrienltural Council the registration of
potato-growers in Australia. The Australian
Agricultural  Council, which includes the
Ministers for Agriculture from all the States,
passed n resolution agreeing to the regis-
tration of potato growers. Mr. Mann said
that I was introducing this Bill purely and
simply on hehalf of that hoard. My object
in introducing it really was to benefit the
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growers of the State, and also becaunse of
the knowledge I had gathered at conferences
held in the South-KEast Province, as well as
beeause of the discussions on the subjeet on
many occasions  with the growers of
the South-East Province. It may be remem-
hered that in the course of the Address-in-
reply debate I explained very fully the posi-
tion of the potato growers, and I think I
convinced the House that the growers were
in accord with me on the question of regis-
tration. The hon. member said that 1 had
started at the wrong end. I assure him,
however, thai Mr. Buevill and T ecounld

not have done more hy way of gek-
ting into touch with the growers, We
offered to tour the South-West on our
return  from the Eastern States last

year after the July meefing in Melbourne.
1 offered to provide a ecar for a tour of
the South-West with Messvrs. Pugh and

Burvil, and I have always paid
my own expenses, I could contine
for qguite a time answering the per-

sonal attack made on me hy My, Mann, but
I wish to stress the faet that this measure is
on a fotally different basis from the onion,
egg and dried fruits legislation, T can only
do my best by introducing the Bill, and if
the members for the South-West Province,
in their wisdom, decide that the time is not
opportune for such legislation, they will
have the right to vote accordingly. I should
like to reply to aceusations made against me
of having introduced the Bill without being
requested by the growers so to do. I would
point ount that the people to whom Mr. Bur-
vill and T, as representatives on the Federal
Potato Advisory Couneil, have written in
conneetion with this Bill have been fully ad-
vised of our action. Let me read extracts
from letters from genuine growers in the
South-West and not from merchants as Mr.
Mann said. The following letter is from Mr.
W. Roberts, of Manjimnp, whom T do not
know personally. Under date of the 28th
November he wrote—

T am in reeeipt of yours of the 24fh inst.
and note with surprise that yom are having
opposition to your Bill from this province’s
members. T have spoken to a large number
of growers in this distriet and, without ex-
ception they appreciate this legislation heing
hrought forward, )

At a meeting of representative growers
held at Manjimun on the 31st Julv, the fol-
lowing motion wis carried unanimously:—
““That a request he made to the rcsponsible
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Mil_lister for the introduction of a Bill to
register all potato-growers.””

With the foreign element cuming in on this
indusiry on leased land, chaos will result
without some iethod of control is brought
forward. We, here, consider that your regis-
tration Bill is what is required.

Grave exception scemed to have been
taken by Mr. Mann to a letter published in
his own paper. 1 can assury him that I
have never met the writer, und the first com-
mnnication I had from him was a letter
dated the 26th November in which he stated
that he had read the objection of the Mary-
brook Association to the Bill published in
the “West Australian”” 1 do net know any-
thing about the domestic troubles in that
district, but I ean only act upon the general
response and the informaiion I have re-
ceived. The ouly letter ol objection that
cawe to me was from the Marvbrovk Associ-
ation, and I rang the “West Australian”
newspaper and informed the Chief of Staft
that I had received the letter. I asked, in
fairness to the association and the growers
of the South-West, that the objection be
published. I wrote to Mr. Berryman and
pointed out that I had taken this action with
a view to getting further information. On
the following day I was pleased to read a
short article in the “West Australian™ set-
ting out the position and mentioning my
references to the advantages obtained from
the organisation of fruitgrowers. That or-
gunisafion has no statutory authority. It
has been earried on by a levy imposed on
fruit which, T have been told from time to
time, 1s quile illegal, but it has heen carried
on at the wish of the growers generally.
This is one of the finest organisations in
Australia today, and proof of that state-
ment is Tound in the fact that when legisla-
tion dealing with the fruit indusiry was be.
ing introduced in the Commonwealth Par-
linment, the organisation was able to take a
stand in Canberrn so that today it has
reeoghition under the Federal laws and we
have good regnlations operating in Western
Aunstralia.

Hon. W. J. Mann: The business of that
oroanisation iz export.

Hon. H. V. PIRSSE: The business of the
potato industry is export and the greatest
market we have in view is that of Sydney.
Tf Tasmania, with its advantage of elose
proximity to Sydney, ean organise without
statutory power and do sneh excellent work
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on a small collection of fees we ean
do likewise. A few days ngo we were in-
formed of the rejection in Sydney of
1,500 bags of Western Australian pota-
toes. What was the explanation of
that? In mx opinion it was due to the faet
that production in New South Wales is
coming in, and the iuspeetors are making
a very close serutiny of imported potatoes.
When | was in New South Wales 1,500
bags of potatoes from Tasmania were re-
jected on the ground of second growth.
When the pofatoes had matured, rain fell
and sccond growth oeenrred. However, ar-
rangements were at onee made with the New
South Wales Government for permission to
sell those potatoes as second grade, and I
believe they made in the vicinity of £14 a
ton. But Tasmania had its own official
representative in New South Wales. That
is what T want for Western Australia. We
want a representative in the main eapital
city so that we can ensure a market for in-
creased production. Western Australia ean
grow and supply three erops of potatoes a
vear. In the Albany distriet one crop is
grown and in the South-West two crops are
grown, and invariably the potatoes are har-
vested at different periods. Consequently,
Western Auséralia is in the unique position
of being able fo supply potatoes praetically
atl the xear round. Surely that advan-
fage is wortk exploiting! Mr. Craig
said [ had lost sight of the f£act that
Wostern  Australia was the greatest pro-
dueer of potatoes per aeve. Certainly
we have the greatest possibilities of any
State in this industry. I should like
fo read the letter to whieh Mr. Mann took
such grave exeeption. He seemed annoved
at his paper publishing the letler, and he
made the statement that the man had heen
living in Busselton a few vears. I have not
quoted this man as an authority; nor have
1 previonsly mentioned his name. In fair-
ness to the “Sonth-West News,” T wifl read
what appenrs at the head of the column as
follows :—

This eolumy is intended for the cxpression
of views of ovr readers aml the publie gen-
erally.  We do not necessarily identify our.
selves with or aceept reapansibility for the
views expressed herein,

That is the attitude adopted by mest news-
papers.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Cannot we take the
letter as read?



2596

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Mr. Mann made
accusations against me of having introduced
this motion on behalf of the Eastern States,
but T wish to show that though the Mary-
brook pgrowers have expressed themselves as
not favouring the Bill, this expression came
from the hon. member's friend—

Sir,—On page 6 of the ‘‘* West Australian’’
of November 24 (last Friday) T was amazed
to rend that the Marvhrook Potate Growers’
Association oxpressed to Mr. 1. V. Piesse,
M.L.C., the opposition of their ‘*members and
also outside growers®” to the Bill for licensing
of potato-growers, the second reading of
which was moved in the Legislative Council
on Thursday (November 23), TFor the last
three months [ have been in touck with
growers (large, up to 250 tous per annum;
and small, down to 2-acre plots) in the
Benger, Burckup, Brunswick and Dardanup
districts; evervone [ have mct is thoroughly
in aceord with the Bill,  The only opposi-
tion I hiave hearnd of is from Perth brokers,
whose interests are decidedly not the same
as the growers’. The reference by the Mary-
brook Association te “‘an alien speculator
vote’’ is not understood by me, and is not
explained in their communication to Mr.
Piesse. I entirely and wholeheartedly agree
with Mr. Piesse’s attitude—which is un-
sclfish and in the growers’ interest—and Mr,
Piesse is quite correct in bis reference to the
improvement in the position of orchardists
through parallel action, | wouild also refer
to the improved position of onion growers
since the passing of the omion marketing
Act. T am forwarding a copy of this letter
to Mr. Piesse, and will be pleascd to pass to
him any comments hy Marybrook growers
with which they may care to favour me.

Hon, W. J. Mann: The onion Act has
not been put into etfeck yet, so thal shows
how mueh he knows about if.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: T am uoting the
letter to show the sort of expression I have
received after having written to various
people in the South-West. This leads me
to believe that the Bill is desired by the
growers.  After writing fo the Maryhrook
Association I received a telegram, copies of
which I sent to Mr. Mamn and Mr. Craig,
together with ecopies of other letters, and
the reply was as follows:—

Association mecting unanimously ebject Bill
without definition of grower as British sub-
jeet and hona fide landhalder.

I made inquiries at the Department of
Agrieulture and also at the Crown Law De-
pariment, and as a result I have placed on
the mnotice paper an amendment for a
definition of “grower.” T was informed by

[COUNCIL.]

the Deparimeni of Agricalture that if the
Bill is passed, its provisions and the regu-
lations will enable the growers to lay down
their own conditions for the eleetion of
their representatives on the board. There
aganin 1 have endcavoured to meet the
Marybrook position. Lastly, I have a letter
from a well-known wan m the South-West,
Mr. John Salerian, a eapahle grower and
a very good citizen. After referring to ihe
objeets of the Bill, he whole-heartedly sup-
ports it.

One point of Mr. Mann’s speech rather
hurt me personally. That was the reference
to & vemark ahout £5 which had been paid
hy the Maryhrook Association. AMr, Mann
said—

Tt may scemm uncharitable to mention that.
Sueh a remark may be construed as imply-
ing that the £5 was sent to pay my expenses
to the Eastern States.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You know perfectly
well that is not so.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Why did vou say
it was uncharitable?

The PRESIDENT:
must address the Chair.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Last night, when
the hon. member was continuously attacking
me, I naturally dvew the conclusion that the
remark east n veflection upon myself. May
I say that T have expended at least a couple
of hundred pounds on representing, or try-
ing to do my best to represent, the potato-
growers of Western Australia. My office
and my stenographers have been available
for correspondence on their behalf. I have
not hesitated to do the best I could on
hehalf of the industry. Every endeavour
that my colleazue, My, Burvill, and T eould
make has been made, and, so far as I know,
entively in an honorary capacity.

Hon. W. J. Mann: We know that.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I do want to make
that point clear. Lastly, T wish to mention
that M. Pugh wrote to me, as far as Mary-
brook was coneerned, on the 7th July, after
having received from me the minutes of
the meefing of the Federal Potato Ad-
visory Council which took place in August.
These are the remarks of the Maryhrook
Assnciation written to Mr. Pugh—

Yours, re fund, to hand. T enclose £5 to-
wiards expenses aud  will send anything re-

ceited from growers along. The notice was
too short to get o meeting together, hut we

member

The hon.
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have discussed these matters on many previous
occasions, and I know their ideas on most
peints.  Registrution of growera agreed to,
but comsider a basic acreage should be fixed—
say 30 acres per annum—vwith nominal fee.
Then there is a postseript—

Any time a meeting should be in sight, it
would be advisable to let me bave propused
scheme in advanee, so that I could put it up
to the members. Satisfy them, and the vote
on a general meeting of growers would be
assured.

Hon. W. J. Mann: \What is the date of
that letter?

Hon. H. V, PIESSE: The 7th July.

Hon. W. J, Mann: A coosiderable time
ago,

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: I wish to impress
on Mr. Mann that prior to that date a copy
of the Bill was sent to the association, and
that Mr. Berryman, after reading the Bill,
wrote that letter to Mr. Pugh. I put this up
only to claim that I am not advancing this
legislation for the Commonwealth issue, but
solely with an honest intention of purpose
on behalf of the growers of Western Aus-
tralia. I think that while I do not person-
ally know, uand am not personally
known to, the people in the South-
West, I have had excellent reasons
from them for putting this measure
before Parliament, As vegards Western
Australia’s potato produection, out of
a total of 30,000 tons, 6,000 are produced
in Albany, about 5,000 in the metropolitan
area, and 18,000 or 19,000 tons in the South-
West. In the Albany district one crop is
the annual average, whereas the South-West
averages two crops.

Taking all these faetors into considera-
tion, I consider I may claim that, contrary
to what Mr. Mann stated last night, I am
not endeavouring to foist the Bill on the
Sounth-Western growers, Therefore, if hon.
members pass the second reading and the
Bill goes into Committee 1 intend to move
that the consideration of the Bill in Commit-
tee be postponed until the nexi sitting of
the House. T sincerely hope that hon. mem-
bers will pay my colleague and me the com-
pliment of passing the second reading,

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resnlt:—

Aves .- .- ‘e .. 17
Noes .. .o . .- 8
Majority for .. .. 9
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AYES.
Hon. E, H, Angelo Hon. V, Hamerstey
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon. E. M. Heepan
Hon, L. B. Bollon Hon, W, H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. ¥V, Plesse
Hon, J,T. Franklin Hon. A. Thomsen
Hon. G. Frager Hen. G, H. Wiltenoom
Hop E. H. Gray Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. E, H, H, Hall Hoo. T. Moore
Hoo. W. R. Hall { Teller.)

NOES,

Hon. G, W, Miles

Hon. H. Seddon

Hoz, H. Tuckey

Hon. J. Nicholson
(Teller.»

Hono. J. Cornell
Hea, L. Cralg
Hoa. J, J. Holmes
Hon, W. J, Maon

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hoen. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. H. V.
Piesse in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Interpretation:

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I mave—

That progress he reported, and leave asked
to sit again at the next sitting nf the House,

Motion put and passed.

'rogress veported.

The Deputy President took the Chair.

BILL—-GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Readiig—Defeated.

Debale resumed from the 22nd November.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [11.56]: This is a Biil
introdueed by Mr. Thomsor to amend Sec-
tion 22 of the Government Railways Act,
1904-1933.  That seetion authorises the
Commissioner, with the approval of the
Minister, tn fix the charges pavable for rail-
way serviees; and a proviso to the section
reserves to the Governor the right to fix or
impnse charges superseding those fixed or
imposed by the Commissioner. The passing
of the Bl would mean that Parliament
would have control of the fares and freights
which might be charged on Government rail-
ways. Naturally, in an undertaking ol the
magnitude and ramifications of the railway
system, it is frequently necessary at short
notice to fix or amend a charge for a par-
ticular servies; and the nreeessity fo secure
Parliamentary approval of the many altera-
tions and amendments which have to be made
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from day (o day in order to meet changing
<conditions must sexiously militate against the
transaction of business. Most of the amend-
ments made are of an unimportant and
Ppurely routine character; and the praetice is
to list them monthly for the approval of the
Minister, after which they are published in
the “Governrment Gazette.” General in-
creases such as were reeently disallowed are
submitted speeially for consideration by the
Government, with full supporting reasons
for increasing the charges, and the proposals
are discussed by Cabinet before a decision
is arrived at. Such is the procedure where
«changes of a major character are concerned.

I think it will be appreciated that the de-
lays which would inevitably occur in the
submission of these matters for confirmation
by Parliament before gazettal would very
seriously hinder the transaction of busi-
ness by the department, and would prob-
ably react still more scriously on elients
of the railways. It must be borne
in mind that not all the alterations
and amendments which are made under
Bection 22 represent inereases in charges.
More often than not, they are ease-
ments of charges or condifions designed
to meei changing demands and practices;
and where such easements are found prae-
ticable and desirable in the interests of the
department and its enstomers, obviously it
wonld he wrong to withhold the relief pend-
ing confirmation by Parliament, which might
not at the time be in session. Bylaws made
by the Commissioner are vslid, under the
provisions of the Interpretation Act, until
disallowed hy Parliament. If bylaws are
made prescribing freight charges in January,
for instanee. and Parliament does not meet
until July, then for seven months of the year
customers of the railways would be paying
charges which eventually Parliament might
disallow.

Certainly provision would still remain, if
this Bill were passed, for the fxation of
special seales of charges to be paid in lieu
of ordinary churges upon special oceasions;
but that fact would not overcome the ob-
Jeetion I have just stated. Bylaws made by
the Commissioner are valid under the pro-
visions of the Imterpretation Actiuntil
disallowed by Parliament, as T have stated.

Hon. A. Tkomson: That applies {o all
other byvlaws and regulations.

The CHTEF SECRETARY : These regnla-
tions do not deal with Fares and freights.

[COUNCIL.)

They fall in an entively different c¢ategory;
and I should suy that ecustomers undoubtedly
would be disgruntled if for such a long period
of time they had to pay charges higher than
Parliament would eonsider fair in the eir-
circumstances, Of course one can quite be-
lisve that mauy efforts wonld be made by
individnal members of Parliament rapre-
senting scctions of the community to have
farves and freights fixed for a particular dis-
triet nlrered to suit the requirements of that
particular district. I therefore have no op-
tion but to oppose the Bill. In the first
place 1 sny it ts impracticable; and in the
second plaes that it is casting a reflection
on the Commissioner of Railways, whe has
been echarged with the responsibility of run-
ning our railway system to Che best of his
ability in the circumstances as they exist.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Free from politieal
eontrol.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
oppose the zeecond reading.

Yes. I

HON. A. THOMSON (South-lSast—in
reply) [12.2]: At this late hour I am sore
hon. members de not wish to have g long
specch thrust upon them. Representatives
of other ecountry Provinees have received a
number of letters protesting against the
action of the Government 1 flouting the
will of Parliament.

The Chici Sceretary:
rect.

Hon. A. THOMSON: If this House dis-
allows a hy-law that has been laid on the
Table, that is an expression of the view of
Parliament. T therefore feel I am justi-
fied in making the statement I did. In the
concluding portion of his speech, the Min-
ister said that the Bill was a reflection upon
the Commissioner of Railways. Anyone who
has read my speeches advoeating a search-
ing inguiry into the administration of the
Railway Department will know that I have
always expressed the greatest sympathy for
the Commissioner of Railways and his offi-
cers who are administering the Railways
Act. Country residents, however, strongly
object to the Railway Depariment being,
in eTect, made a taxing machine. That is
what has happened in this particnlar case.
May 1 quote a statement made by the Pre-
mier after the hy-law was disallowed? He
said, “Section 22 of the Government Rail-
wavs Aect. 1904, preseribed that the Com-
missioner of Railwavs with the approval of

That is not eor-
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the Minister....” What is the use of say-
g that the Commissioner is free from poli-
tieal rontrol ?

The Chief Seervetary: Kend on.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: T will. The Min-
ister is the Government: theve is no ques-
tion ahout that, and se there is political
control of the railwavs. The Premier said
that the Railways Aet prescribed that the
Commissioner of Railways, with the ap-
proval of the Minister, might fix, among
other things, freight charges hy notice in
the “Government Gazette”

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:
the hon. member quoting fromn?

Hon. A. THOMSON: From a statement
made by the Premier on the 28th October

What is

last. Tt appears in the “West Australian”
newspaper.
The DEPUTY PRESIDEXT: Order!

Ts the hon. member conversant with Stand-
ing Order No. 392, which provides, “No
member shall allude to anv dehate of the
current session in the Assembly.” T ander-
stand this ocenrred in another plaee and I
am drawing the hon. memher’s atiention to
the standing order.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Premier is
reported to have made that statement. He
claimed that this right of the Government,
through the Commissioner. is absolutely un-
fettered. On the one hand, the Chicef
Secretary has pointed out that this House
is not the Government; on the other hand,
we have a statement reported to have been
made by the Premier that the Government
claimed an unfettered right, throngh fhe
Commissioner, to impose these charges. T
have never disputed that faet. What I did
say was that the country people, who have
to pav the piper, have a right to protest,
and they did protest in strong terms.

Memher: All over the country.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: Yes. T have no
desire to weary the House in the early hours
of the morning and in the dying moments
of {he session. T regret that the oppertunity
was not given fo members to discuss this
Bill fully. T could read a large number
of letters which would fill pages of “Han-
sard,” bui I shall not do so now. The posi-
tion is strongly resented by the country
people. If it is fair that other regulations
and by-laws tabled in this Chamber may
be disallowed, thep it was fair in this case.
T know the Minister is voicing the depart-
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menfal opinion, not his own view. He said
the Bill might seriously affect and react on
the eunstomers of the railways, who might
even he definitely disgruntled because of
having to pay increased railway freights
and eharges which might ultimately be dis-
allowed by Parlinment.

[The President took the Chair.]

Here we have a marvellons example as
far as railway freights are concerned. We
have had strong protests by disgruntled and
dissatisfied country residents, who objeet to
being singled out to pay an additionnl
£50,0000 yequired by the Railway Depart-
ment. Asg T have said, I have every sym-
pathy for the Commissioner of Railways
and I am not casting any reflection upon;
him or his officers. Members of Paorlia-
ment have n right to agree to or disallow
regulntions laid upon the Table of the
House. Regulations dealing with the Native
Adwministration Act—

Hon. J. .T. Holmes: They have nothing to
do with the Railways Act.

Hon. A, THOMSBON: It was never in-
tended that TParliament shonld contvol the
Railway Doepartment after the passing of the
Railways Act.

The Chief Sceretary: The hon. member is
making a pelitieal foothall of raitway
freights and fares.

Hon. A. THHOMSON : They are a political
foothall at the present time, definitely so,
and all fo the disadvantage of residents out-
side the metropolitan avea. TIf it is pro-
posed to inervease railway freights, then let
the burden be borne by all the people of the
State, and not by a section. We are still
continuing the obsolete method of admin-
istering our railways, We have loaded the
Commissioner with unprofitable railways, as
Mr, Helines will agree.

Hon. .J. J. Holmes: Yes.

Hon. A. THOMSBON : Those railways were
constructed not in the iuterests of business,
or for the purpose of securing inerensed rev-
enue for the department, but to open up and
develop the State and to provide transpaort
facilities, thns cnecouraging people to settle
our vast open gpaces. My contention is that
this burden should be borne by all the people
of the State; it should not be placed upen
people who must live in the country. Busi-
nesz people and seitlers right throughout
my Province have strongly protested against
the Government’s aetion in making this in-
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creased charge of 10 per cent. This measure
will give Parliament the unfettered right
which the Government elaims it has. If the
Governinent has an unfettered right, surely
Parliament is entitled to such a right. 1f the
Government has power to impose increased
charges, surely Parliament has the right to
protest and stop the Government from doing
so. A majority of the members of this
House disagreed with the imposition of the
additional 10 per cent. We have had this
evening a conference conkinuing for four
hours between representatives of this Cham-
ber and representatives of another place
dealing with a charge which the Government
propose to make by way of an impost upon
the people of the State.

The PRESIDENT: I ask the hon. mem-
ber to confine his remarks to the Bill before
the House.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I respectfully claim
that I am making a comparison and draw-
ing an analogy. This Bill secks to give Par-
lament control over an indirect tax—that
is what this charge amounts to—upon one
section of the community which has been
specially selected to pay it. This is differ-
cotiation of the worst kind. I regret T can-
not say all that I would like at this late
hour; there is much more that I could add,
but I repeat that I am not in any way cast-
ing a reflection on the Minister, the Com-
missioner, or the Government. All I ask is
that control shonld revert to Parliament. I
hope the Housc will agree to the second
reading of the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . . .. 9
Noes .. . - A7
Majority against 8

AYES,

Hon, L. B. Bolton Hon. A, Thomeon

Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon. C, H. Wittenoom

Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. G. B. Wood

Hon, W, J. Mann Hon. H. Tuckey

Hon. H. V. Plesse (Telier.)
NOES.

Hon. E. H. Angelo Hon, E. M. Heenan

Hon. J. Qornell Hon, J. J. Holmes

Hon. L. Craig Hon. W, H. Kitson

Hon. J. A, Dimmité
Hon. J. M. Draw
Hon. J. T. Franklin
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W, R, Hall

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

Hon. G. W, Miles

Hon, T. Moore

Homn. J, Nicholson

Hon. H. Seddon

Hon, H. S. W, Parker
{Peller.)

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’'s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the con-
ference managers’ report.

BILL—APPROPRIATION,
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, H. SEDDON (North-East) [12.17]:
The intevesting figures submitted by the
Chief Seerctary in support of the Bill indi-
cated the variation between the estimate and
the resnlt in regard to both revenue and
expenditure last year and also the basis ov
which the Government forecasts its finances
for the present year. It is interesting to
note that a great decrease in revenue oc-
earred in respect to the Railway Depart-
ment Jast year, but I think an increased rev-
enue will result from this yvear's operations
inasmuch as a large propertion of the wheat

" that would have been earried last year, had

normal conditions prevailed, will probahly
be carried during the present financial year.
Further, revenue may be expected from in-
creased production in the forthcoming haxr-
vest.

With regard to expenditure I notice that
an inerease of £133,000 is expected, and a
greater part of that will he due to inereased
loan expenditure. The savings the (rovern-
ment has had in past yvears from the vedue-
tion in the interest charged on our loans
have now been overtaken, and we shall be
bearing the full brunt of further loan expen-
diture in the way of increased interest and
sinking fund charges. T have repeatedly
pointed ont that much could he gained by
eonsidering an improvement in the efficiency
of the service, and I should again like to
refor to the faect that a considerable amount
of passenger trafic could be obtained by
the Railway Department if it improved its
facilities with regard to speed and com-
muniention, The use of more Diesel coaches
would hring increased revenue to the de-
partment, revenue it is at present losing
on aecount of voad transport competition.
The Government would be well advised to
reconsider its programme, parlicularly in
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the expenditare of loan money on the pro-
vision of improved railway transport facili-
ties.

I notice the Government has made some
alieration in the treatment charges at the
State Batteries, Whercas the charge for
treating tailings has been 2 dwts. 8 gros,
under the new regulations the full charge
is 1 dwt. 18 grns. To that extent the Gov-
ernment has extended benefit to the pros-
pectors. At the same time this method of
eharging hy deducting a certain quantity of
gold rather than making a definite fixed
charge appears to me to give the Govern-
ment quite a considerable benefit, insofar
as it is obtaining thereby for its own pur-
poses the premium on the gald it is deduet-
ing in the form of a charge. As hon. mem-
bers will know, the gold premium today is
so high compared with the original price of
gold that it muost resnlt in a handsome re-
turn for the Government.

The Chief Secretary: Do yon suggest that
the State Batteries are making a profit?

Hon. H. SEDDON: T suggest that a
profit is made on the charges for the treat-
ment of tailings. Probably the Govern-
ment would justify that by saying it has
tn meet the prospeetors hy giving them a
earting subsidy over long distances.  The
Government is making sufficient profit from
the treatment charges to enable it to pax
that earting subsidy.

The Chief Secretary: T understood the
State Batteries made 2 big loss: not a pro-
fit.

Hon. H. SEDDON: All T ean say is thaf
if members will work out the value of
1 dwt. 18 gros. of gold, and add to it the
preminm on the gold, they will perceive
there is a handsome profit from the treat-
ment of failings. Another matter to which
I wish to refer is that ef education. The
money abhsorbed by the Education De-
pariment is one of the largest items
in our expenditure. T helieve in
a sound edueation poliev, and consider that
the State has everything to gain by giving
to the children opportunities to attain the
very highest educational standard that can
be atiained by passing from owr State
schools into our University. Here again,
however, I am inelined to question whether
we are getting efficient results from the
edueation system, in view of the economie
theories that are being expounded and so
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eagerly absorbed by s0 many sections of
our community. It appears to me that here
is an avenue of educational extension which
might well be explored by the education
authorities. Our people might be given an
opportunity to appreciate something of
the laws operating in the economic world
vather than to take the short-sighted
view that is frequently taken by folk
when  disenssing  problems of this  sort.
Many of owr (difficnlties in  Ausfralia
are due to the cconomic war that
occurred previous to the ountbreak of the
present  military  struggle.  Tremendous
tariff barriers were raised hetween countries
that had the effect of serionsly limiting the
markets available to primary prodoeers,
with serious repereussions on conditions
in comntry distriets. It is to be hoped
that  the world  will  benefit by the
leszons so  sternly  being  given fo it
today, Tf a wider and sonnder economic
fraining  were made part of our
regular curriculum, these problems would
he approached with less heat and more
sound commonsense than have been exhi-
bited up to date. T commend to the Gov-
ernment the question of revising the curri-
enlum in such a way as to provide that our
children shall he given instruction as to the
effect of simple economic laws that are so
imperfeetly understood, vet have such seri-
ous effects upon the standards of owr com-
munity.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) {12.25]:
Tn saying a few words on this Bill, I should
like to mention a matter that came under my
notice at Mullewa on Monday when T was on
my way to attend this week’s sittings of Par-
lianment. As the train from Wiluna was late
T strolled over to the town. There I met two
men well over the age of 60 years who are
farming not far from Mullewa, They toid
me they found it impossible to get men to
help them on their farms. At the same time
I saw a motor lorry laden with the equip-
ment of a dozen men who were shifting
camp after having been engaged on a voad
job. The farmers to whom I spoke referred
to those men, who were employed by the
Government at the basic wage, and they said
that the engagement of such men by the Gov-
ernment made it impessible for the farmers
to obtain their services. A kindly disposed
hon. member bhas just whispered “What
would they he paid?” That is a pertinent



2602

guery and onc with which I shall attempt to
deal. When we rrec speaking on questions
of this kind, it is well for us to put ourselves
in the other fellow’s place. If we do that,
we must confess that it is unreasonable to
expect men engaged on the roads at the hasie
wage to accept work with farmers who ecan
itl-afford to pay more than perbaps 30s. or
£2 a week and keep. Men wiil not be
found willing to leave voad work to
take up work on farms for less pay.
I have found diffieulty in understanding the
reason why the Government eoncentrates so
much on relief work on roads. We are told
that the wheat industey is essential. The
fact that the price of wheat is very depressed
Jnst now makes it all the more important for
the Government to provide relief for those
battling in the industry, T will admit the
truth of what has heen said many times,
namely, that this is a matter largely for
consideration by the Commonwealth, hut the
State Government shonld try to render some
assistance to people who are finding it diffi-
cult to obtain labomr for their farms.

Hon. J. Correll: Why not take a leaf out
of Mussolini's book?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Jusi now it is
specially hard upon men whe con barely
manage their farms without employing out-
side lahour becsuse they have sons of their
own to do the work. Many of those people
with sons find that the hoys have taken up
either militia duties or have volanteered for
service. Of the two men of whom I spoke
one was a bachelor, and the other a married
man whose wife was in a hospital in Perth.
It is sad to think that these old men have
to battle along single-handed, carrying an
what is generally agreed to be an essential
industry.

The Chief Secretary: Were the men in the
truck married or single?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T should say they
were married men.

The Chief Recretary: You would not ex-
pect them to work for £1 a week and keep.

Hon. E. H. H HALL: I have already
made that point. T said it would be unreason-
able to expeet such men to do farm work in
the eirenmstances. I met 1 man a few weeks
ago. He told me he had been to Mullewa,
Geraldton and many other places looking for
farm work withont sueeess, but eventually he
obtained relief work. We cannot expect men
to work on farms for the wages the farmer
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ean afford to pay. The Larmer eannot be
blamed for paying the smaller wage, for it is
as much as he ean afford to pay.

The Honorary Minister; Some of them
pay.

Hon. E. T, H. HALL: Most farmers pay
the wages shey ean afford.  This competition
is going on all the time. One married man
who had difficuliy in obtaining relief work
gave me the names of haif-a-dozen single
men whoe had obtained it. T conld not go to
the department and say, “Why are you em-
ploying single men?” Perhaps some were
taken on becanse of their aged parents. My
mind goes back to the Mitehell-Latham Gov-
ernment, which established a farm labour sub-
sidy seheme. In some instances the secheme
was abused, and the Government weskly and
wrongly abandoned it. That was a great
pity., Had the Government done what the
present  Government  did, wpamely, deal
severely  with anyone who abused the
relief work scheme, possibly it would
have  heen  continved. The  present
Government came in for a good deal
of censure because of the strong measures
it tyok in conncetion with men who af-
tempte to obtain velief by misrepresenta-
tion. Had the same strong attitude heen
taken up by the Mitchell-Latham Gavern-
ment, it would have stood to its credit.
The present Goverument would be well ad-
vised, in the interests of this vital industry,
to see that if farmers ave able to pay 30s.
or £2 a week, the balance is made up to bring
the earnings up to the hasic wage.

Hon. J. Cornell : Tf the problem of seasonal
employment in the farming ‘ndustry is no?
provided for, it will go to pieces.

Hou. E. H. H. HALL: A man may well say
“1 ean either have relief work or go on a
faim. If T go on a farm I may work for
six or eight wecks and am then puf ofl”
T do not know whether the methods of the
department have changed of late, but I do
know of men who have gone off relief work
to take on sbearing, fishing or some other
occupation, and when forced to go back to
the department have had diffienlty in again
seenring relief work. I think the depart-
mental methods have now improved.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Under the management
of the Honovarv Minister.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Men who bave had
the initiative to get off relief work do not
now find it so difficult to get back to it as
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was the evase. My suggestion is worthy of
consideralion fromn all points of view. To
ask a man to give up the bagic wage and
assist =ome farmer with his crop, and thus
s1ffer linaneially, is not reasonable and we
cannot expeet him to do it.

I am glad Mr. Seddon touched on educa-
tion. The Estimates do not come before us
hut we know the Education Vote is con-
stantly growing.  Although 1 am only a lay-
man, | foresee danger of the enrriculum be-
ing overloaded., Examinations have been
held iately. Thore of us who have children
attending the high sehools know that they
have heen sitting for the Junior examination,
I wonder how many members have nny idea
of (he extensive knowledge required of
children today.

Hon. A, Thomson: I donbt whether any
member of this Chamber conld pass any of
the examinations.

Hon. E. H. IL. HALL: I agree. Certainly
no member could pass the history examina-
tion my 15-yvear-old daunghter was asked to
pass, The REducation Department is in
charge of experts, It is generally agreed
that the currienlum is already overloaded.
It shonld he so arranged that children can
obtain the knowledge that will fit them to
earn a livelihood. There are too many frills
attached to the curriculum and these cost &
lot of money. I am not disparaging the
teaching of French, but ask in all serious-
ness how many children benefit from the in-
steuction given in that language, although it
is ingisted npon? I support the sccond read-

ing.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [12.40]:
1 wish to develop a little further the views
advanced by Mr. E. H. H. Hall concerning
the supply of labour, seasonable and other-
wise, to farmers and others engaged in pri-
mary industry. We have arrived at a stage
when, by Government activity, work is being
found for the uremployed—of whamn we
have more than ever—in road work, to an
extent that farms are deprived of neeccssary
labour. Tarmers are hard put to it to get
seasonable fabour with which to pursne their
occupations. Tf there is a family at home,
the farmer has to he a slave driver to enable
him to carry on. We boast of our demo-
cracy and our democratic forms and meth-
ods, hut have fo turn to totalitarian coun-
tries for an object lesson in the supply of
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lahour in that field of enterprise that is so
essential to our daily welfare and to our
lives. Those countries make it a tirst prae-
tice to sce that the mecessary labour is pro-
vided whereby the soil shall be tilled, and
that which people wear and cat shall be pro-
vided. Tn Anstralia we have drifted into
the unhappy pesition of making the back-
bone or sheet anchor of the country—I refer
to the wheat and wool growing industries
and primary industries generally—suffer,
and compel those engaged in the industries
coneerned to tmxn rebels. It is one of the
paradoxes of our eivilisation that those to
whom we owe our daily lives, in respect to
what we eonsume and wear, are asked to
produce—for nll those great portions of
our population that helong more or less fo
the key secondary industries of the coun-
try—commodities at a loss, and in many in-
stances to lve like blackfellows. That is one
of the major problems facing Australia’s
development. 1t is one of the directions in
which the Government could utilise a litile
more initiative and enterprise. We live in
an age of civilisation and under a form of
Government which sees that people shall not
storve and die by the wayside. We all
admit that the community gencrally is taxed
to find for people money with which to buy
the wherewithal to live in a non-produective
capacity, as a consequence of which men
who are engaged in a produetive eapacity
have to live like blackfellows. We should
seriously eonsider the question of deveting
some of our unemployed to that form of
essential Tabour which leads to the preserva-
tion of our daily welfare, even if such lab-
our has to be subsidised. Western Australia
would not be the only ¢ountry in the world
to subsidise farm labour and farm work.
With all due vespect to our enemies, the
totalitarian States, that is one lesson we
eonld derive from their regimes. Mine may
be like a voice erying in the wilderness, but
I contend that immediately the primary pro-
ducers of Awustralia are in a state of revelt
—they are largely in that condition today,
and have g¢very reason for their attitude—
the Commonwealth will find that men who
represent the salt of the earth will upset
the equilibrium of our time.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
{12.467: At the risk of incurring unpopu-
larity. T feel justified in adding a few words
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to the debate. I ecommend Mr. E. H. H.
Hall for his references to the farming com-
munity. As pointed out by Mr. Cornell, a
feeling of definite dissatisfaction is pre-
dominant throughout the agricultural areas.
I was rather sorry to hear the reply
furnished by the Honorary Minister, who is
ever sympathetic with the unemployed,
respeeting farm workers. Whether or not
farm labour can be organised, that does not
affect the position of farmers themselves. I
earnestly commend for the consideration of
the Government the veinstitution of the
scheme by which farmers were subsidised for
the employment of single men. At present
there is disineclination on the part of single
men to aecept employment in the conntry.
The living conditions and pay they receive
can hardly be compared with what they
would expericnce on an average farm. No
doubt the men would have to work six days
out of seven, whereas in the camps they are
required to work only two days per week.
The subsidy scheme initiated by the Mitehell-
Latham Government proved an inducement
to increased produetivity, and provided en-
conragement to the farmers to employ lab-
our. To-day the average farmer is com-
pelled to invest in expensive machinery be-
canse he cannot sceure the manual labour
necessary to carry out the work that is
essential on a farm. The Government conld
very well consider that suggestion for assist-
ing the primary producers. I have been
associated with farming interests for over
25 years, doring which T have known many
difficult periods. I say quite frankly that
never before have I known so much discon-
tent and grievous dissatisfaction as exist to-
day throughout the whole of the farming
areas. While I have failed to obtain redress
regarding the increased railway freights, T
urge the Government to give greater con-
sideration to the men on the land. The Gov-
ernment cheerfully imposed an additional
charge of 10 per cent, on the carriage of
goods, because the Arhiiration Court had
increased the basic wage which, in turn, im-
posed additionai costs on the Railway De-
partment. At the same time I have failed to
note any consideration extended by the
Government to the primary producers who
have provided freight for the railways at a
time when the price received for their out-
put was the lowest in history. That was no
time for the Governmeni to increase costs.
This is the last opportunity we shall have to
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discuss this matter during the present ses-
sion, and becanse of the importance of the
issue, I feel I must again congratulate Mr.
E. H. H. Hall upon having raised the ques-
tion of subsidising farm labour. I hope the
Government will seriously consider the
proposition,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Bill read a thivd time, and passed.

BILL—RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Defeated.
Dehate resumed from the 30th November.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Houn. W.
H. Kitson—West) [12.53]: The Bill is a
particularly important measure. While
there is o lot that eould be said in connec-
tion with it, T do not propose to adopt that
course but shall be as brief as possible n
my remarks. I must impress npon mem-
bers the importance of the proposed legis-
lation. The main provision of the Bill will
empower the Rural Relief Fund trustees to
fix values of all farm assets carvying en-
cumbrances. Where the debt exceeds the
value of the asset, no interest may he paid
to the cneumbrancer for a fixed period on
the amonnt determined by the frustees to be
unsecured. The Bill further provides that
any amount deemed to be secured at the end
of the fixed period shall be written off.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This will ruin credit
and ruin the trade of the eountry.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I propose
to raise onc or two objections to the pro-
posals. If authority is given to the frustees
fo reduce the value of a loan, where some
circumstance has rendered the value of the
asset less than the debt inewired, there will
be rno security for money lent. Farmers
would have little prospeet of obtaining simi-
lar advanees in the future, for the people
concerned cannot he forced tn lend them
money again. The immediate effect of the
Tegiclation would be to dry up seasonal ad-
vances by the merchants, stoek firms and
hanks, so that the vesponsihility for find-
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ing the money necessary to enable the farm-
ers to carry on would devolve upon the Gov-
ernment.  The sum required would prob-
ably he at least four times the amount that
the State now finds for that purpose for
clients of the Agricultural Bank, and wonld
perhaps represent £300,000. The responst-
bility for finding such an amount of money
at a time when the Government will be
faced with extreme difficulty in meeting any
unexpected demand, would be a very severe
burden to place on the Crown. If the Gov-
ernment has to find an extra £500,000, in
order to carry out this objective, it simply
means that taxation will have fo be raised
te a much higher level than has ever been
anticipated. In view of the attitude of
this House towards other taxation measures,
I am a little afraid it might be found im-
possible to raise the amount neeessary.
There is also a constitutional point affect-
ing the Crown. It arises in connection with
the Commonwealth Bank which, as an
ordinary trading bank, lends money to
farmers both by way of original mortgages
and scasonal advances. That also should
be taken into consideration. The limited
benefit that would accrue to a few farm-
ers from the enactment of this measure,
wonld he heavily offset by the detrimental
effeet on the whole of the farming com-
munity, for inevitably there would he a rush
to withdraw money from all avenue: of
investment in the industry. It will be agreed
that any restriction of farmers’ eredit at
the present juneture would he disastrons,
and therefore no good purpose wonld he
served by passing the Bill. I hope mem-
bers will renlise just what the effect would
be if the Bill became law. In the first place
it would seriously affect farmers them-
selves in that they would not be able to
seenre the advanees they require from year
to vear. The amount of money involved is
so considerable that neither this nor any
other Government eould possibly provide it
withont increasing taxation. I hope the
House will not agree to the Bill.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [14]: I
regret that sueh an important measure
should have heen introduced into this Cham-
ber at so late 2 period of the session. This,
however, 1s not the fanlt of the sponsor of
the Bill hecause it was introduced into the
Legislative Assembly abont three months

[90)
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ago. All the neccssary consideration there
could have heen given to it. We have heard
the phrase “equality of sacrifice” The
fundamental principles of the Bill are based
on that—that there shounld be equality of
sacrifice in the primary industries. In 1930
the farmers made a very considerable saeri-
fice, not only the farmers themsclves, hut
their wives and their children, and it was
not through any fault of their own. Then
not only did the people dircetly engaged in
primary production make sacrifices; others
also made it—the country storekeepers. So
the farmers and their wives and children and
farm hands who we heard have been ex-
ploited, all have made sacrifices. I wish
now to pay a tribute to the part played by
the country storekeepers at a time when the
financial institutions were caught on the hop
and did not know where they stood. The
eountry storckeepers went to the rescue.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: So did the city
merchants.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes, ithe city mer-
ehants alsp. We can include them to please
the hon. member, The country storckeepers
went to the rescue with very little hope of
reward. The storckeepers did so for senti-
mental reasons; and to show the actnal re-
ward they did get, I nced only mention that
when the Rural Relief Fund came into being,
many of them had to accept something like
2s. or 3s. in the pound. The Bill secks to
extend that sacrifice to the secured creditors.
Many of the debis were incurred during
what ave called the roaring {wenties, the
years from 1921 to 1929; a period when
there were tons of money and when wheat
was at 5s. a bushel.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: They should have kept
ahead of it and not gone hehind.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Wool at that time
was 25. a Ib. The banks rushed in with their
money and offered it to all who wanted to
borrow it. In the twinkling of an eye there
came the world calamity and wheat prices
dropped to 1s. 7d. per bushel and wool to
81%4d. Then the farmers, through no fault
of their own, found that they were unable
to meet interest payments. Even today with
the slightly advanced priee they are unable
to meet the interest hurden.

Hon. T. Moore: Very slighly advanced
price.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Suppose a person in
1929 owed £5,000 on his farm, the capital
value of which could be built up to £8,000
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through unpaid interest. Interest would the farmer is going to be relieved to the ex-
have to bhe paid on the £8,000 plus tent of £200 or £300 worth of interest each

working expenses and a reasonable amount
for the farmer himself. It is not the
farmer’s fault that he is not able to
meet his interest bill, and it is proposed
that the inereased capital owed be put
into cold storage for five years when condi-
tions may improve and when the whole posi-
tion will be reviewed. Of conrse if prices
advance, interest will be paid on the £3,000.
If on the other hand conditions remain as
they are, the interest will he written off. It
is only right and fair that everyone should
enter into the scheme of things and fake a
part in the equality of sacrifice to which I
have referred. 1 have a letter from the
Perth Chamber of Commerce in which that
body writes abont the sanctity of the store-
keeper. Did that Chamber care when the
storekeepers had to take 2s. in the pound?
Nobody worried about the storekeepers then.
We are not asking the banks to aceept 2s.
or 3s. in the pound. We are only asking
the institutions to put into cold storage that
part of the asset which is practically not
there. I offer no apology for speaking at a
little greater length than I intended doing,
remembering the hour of the morning, but I
cannot help stressing the fact that the banks
did urge the farmers to take on these debts.
I can guofe the ease of an old family whose
property had been in the hands of the fam-
ily for 80 years. The banks in 1927 urged
those people to horrow more money and to
take an adjoining property. Then the de-
pression came along and the position now
is that one of the partners is prospecting,
and the other is on a sick bed, while the wife
of one of the partners is out earning 6s. a
day.
Member: One partner died in Sydney.

Hen. G. B. WOOD: T am sorry to hear
that. The people to whom I have heen rve-
ferring were good farmers. If thev had
gone in for racing and bebting, or anything
like that, and had lost their property in
that way I would say they deserved all they
got. They were, however, very hard-work-
ing people. T merely quote this instance to
show what has token place. Lel us look at
the objections that have been raised to the
Bill. It has heen said that credit will be
stopped. Credit is stopped today except
where the financial institution thinks it is
still worth while to continue to grant it. Tf

year, he will require so much less seasonal
credit; he will not have to go to the finan-
cial institution cap in hand and say “Whm
are yon going to give me to enable me to
carry on?’ The Bill will give many people
a chanee to rehabilitate themselves, and that
will be better than having many primary
producers acting as managers of the proper-
lics withont salary for the banking institu-
tions. The primary producing industry will
come to a standstill some day if something
iz not done to relieve the position. It is up
to the financial institutions fo join in the
common sacrifice and in that way do their
sharve. Legislation similar to this has been
cnacted in New Zealand, Vietoria and Can-
ada, I want to make it quife plain that in
Canada the State goes to the assistance
of the financial institutions. In New Zealand
the debt iz written off at the end of five
years. Then the position is reviewed, 1
hope every country member will support
the Bill and vote as I intend to do for the
second reading.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [1.12]:
The hon. member who has just resumod his
seat told ns that the Bill was introdueed in
another place a couple of months ago.
Really it was introduced on the 6th Septem-
her and it was hrought down here at what we
may call the eleventh hour. Members must
realise it is a most important Bill. One
memher, however, described it as a eredit
destruction Bill. Tt is anything but that.
Something has been said about the country
stovekeeper and an interjection eame from
an han. member abount the part that the city
merchant had plaved. When 1 left the
public service T entered business in Gerald-
ton with a brother-in-lnw who had one of
the oldest gencral storekecping establish-
ments in that town. T was with him for eight
vears and from bitter experience I can say
what a rotten debt siructure the agrieultural
industry has been built upon. T speak feel-
ingly about the matter heenuse it is the
second time that business has been wrecked
threngh giving too much ecredit. On this
oceasion, as on a previous oceasion, most
peaple were nnable to meet their obligations,
of course through circumstances over whieh
they themselves had no control. T have list-
ened ftonight to what has been said about
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thoze people for whom provision was made
under the Federal Relief Fund Act, people
who did things they should not have done,
and who got away with it. I have an exten-
sive knowledge of the farming position over
a distance of 50 or 60 miles from Geraldton,
and knowing the people personally I am
aware that most of them have failed because
of cireumstances over which unfortunately
they had no eontrol. It is not merely members
of the Country Party who are interested in
this matter. We have had it Inid down by a
Royal Commission that was fully equipped
to deal with the all-important guestion of
debt. T make no apologies for quoting from
the veport of the Commonwealth Royal Com-
mission, which stated—

The rchabilitation of the swheat industry
from the decbt point of view was necessary
not only for the sake of the wheat farmers
lLiut for the sake of the nation.

T vepeat that this is not the utterance of
Country Party members; it is the ontteranee
of a Commonwealth Roval Commission—

The mortgagees mnst he prepared to give

up without compensation the amount of their
debt in excess of the value of their security.

The Commission then went on to say—

Tw return for this saerifice by the wort-

gagees the nation, heeause it was a national
matter, would safeguard the position of the
farmers and the position of the mortgagees
by making their sceurities of value, by pro-
viding all these momneys, and by providing n
guaranteed price and by making availahle
some millions of pounds of Commonwealth
money for seasonal eredits and for the pur-
chase of maechinery and for improvements.
The mortgagee has to give up a certain
amount of his debt, but in return the nation
would protect his security. That is a fair
thing.
Through the failure of the Commonwealth
Government to give effect to the Commis-
sion’s report, our farmers have been left
ahsolutely stranded. Realising that the Com-
monwealth Government has fallen down on
its job, we make this appeal, not for the first
time but for the second or third time, to
the State Covernment to come in and give
relief to which the farmers are entitled.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: With other people’s
money.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: There are many
estimable men in the Parliamentary life of
this country, but so far as I can judge none
stands higher in the estimation of the people
of this State than does Mr. Ross McDonald,
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the leader of the National Party in another
place. I take this extract from a report of
his statement on the subject:—

T would like to say that I am very far in-

deed from regarding the present position as
hopeless. 1 am told that, of the wheat farm-
ers in Western Australin, the great majority
are nob worried about this form of iegisla-
tion but are carrying on successfuily,
Here is 2 man who has had farming ex-
perience in the Central Province, who was
a suecessful farmer in a favoured loeality,
and yet he ean find it in his heart to say
that a great many farmers in this time of
low prices and after seasonal droughts are
carrving on sucecessfully, If a man like
Mr. Ross McDonald ean delude himself into
such a Dbelief, it goes to show that many
other people must he under a similarly er-
ronecus impression.

Hen. L. B. Bolton: There are plenty of
men making a suecess of farming today.

Hon. I, H. H. HALL: Yes, men in the
happy position of Mr. Bolton, with pro-
perties situated in a favoured locality and
with a reliable rainfall, men who have heen
farming for many years and, by virtne of
cirecumstances, have heen nhle to consolidate
their positions.  Nalurally such men are
carrying on snccessfully. T wonder how
many members bhave met Mr. Fitzhardinge,
of the Bank of New South Wales, T was
at onc time a client of that bank and was
told that JMr. Fitzhardinge wished to see
me. T was ushered into the presenee, won-
dering what was wrong. This oceurred at
the time the cmergency legislation was in-
troduced, when the TPromier told us that
the exigencies of the times demanded that
we should eome into line and support that
legislation. Mr., PFitzhardinge went to con-
siderable trouble to tell a humble person
like myself how necessary it was that we
should do nothing to interfere with secured
credit. I looked at him in amazement and
agked, “Why are vou talking like this to
me? Yon should get hold of some of the
big fellows like Mr. Holmes. T am merely
small fry. Why are yon tackling me?”
This is the first time I have ever given ut-
terance to that interview. He replied,
“They =zll come in their turn” Now
let me quote what the same gentleman
said in evidence before a select com-
mittee.  We need not mind Mr. Miles
who says the Title of the Bill is wrong;
neither need we trouble aboul Mr. Holmes
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or Mr. Bolton, both successful men, who
assert that the Bill will destroy the credit
of the country. Similar legislation has not
destroyed the credit of the State of Vie-
toria, where there is a Country Party Gov-
croment in power.

Hon. T.. B. Bolten: Who is keeping that
Government in power?

Hon. . H. H. HALL: The Labour
Party, and I fcel sure that the Labour
Party herc will help us. Mr. Titzhardinge
was asked by a select committee in 1937—

Suppose a loss is suffered in regard to any
writing down of liabilities to the bank, wovld
it be possible to deal with that loss without
any acteal loss to sharcholders’ capital or
depositors’ funds?

The reply was—-

I should say su. Even if we lost the whole
£10,000,000, it would not matter very much.
I remind members that Mr. Fitzhardinge is
a man who has given years of study to
the question. This is not experimental legis-
Jation. Tt has boen adopted in Victoria and
New Zealand, and much more advanced
legislation has been put inte operation in—

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Russia.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T was about to
sav in Canada. I am satisfied that some
memhers do nobt understand the position.
They are farming in a big way, they are
located in safe areas and have plenty of
capilal, but they do not come inte touch
with the people, as some of us do, who are
suffering so severely.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I know the position.

Hon. E. H. . HALL: Let members
listen to this letter which a friend of mine
received from the Lands Department. It
is dated the 23rd November, 1939, and
reads—

With reference to your letter of the 15th
inst., in which you state that you advinced
the sum of £400 to enable improvemants to
be effected on these locations, and request
that, in the event of your application heing
sucecssful, you be protected for the value of
the improvements in question, I have to in-
form you that the department regret that
your request i3 one which must be refused.

The locations have been forfeited because
the man conld not pay his rent. Why
could he not pay? Because he eould not
gel returns to cnable him to pay. The Agri-
cultural Bank is treating sccond mortgages
in preecisely tbe same way, and we ask the
State to step in, to face up to the position
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and to grant these men some measure of re-
lief. 1 have pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

HON, €. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[126]: At this early hour I do not propose
lo say much, especially as the subject has
been debated fully in this House, in another
place and also outside Parliament. I shall
support the second reading, beeause I think
this Bill is a step we should take in the en-
deavour to keep the farmer on the land and,
if possible, give him a little more security
so that he can carry on his operations sue-
cessfully,

Hon. I. B. Bolton: You will be writing
down his security, not giving him more,

Hon. C, H. WITTENQOM: I am not pre-
pared to say that this is not a drastic mea-
sure. Any Bill designed fo interfere with a
first mortgage is drastic, but drastiec measures
to keep the farming industry going have
unfortunately to be resorted o in these bad
times. We have heard a lot about the
iniguiteus bavks refusing to lend money in
order to assist the farmer. We are told that
credit will be destroyed if this amending Bill
becomes law and that the farmer will be un-
able to borrow any further sums of money.
When the money was advanced the lender
thought his security was sound, both prin-
cipal and interest. And so they would have
heen if the difficult conditions that have been
experienced during the last nine or ten
years had not overtaken us. In my opinion
the banks should weleome this stay up to
five years, which will give the debior a chance
of improving his assets. If an institution
does lend moncy to the farmer and an un-

forescen ecalamity occurs, surely the banks

and other financial institutions should aceept
a little sharc of the losses to which the
farmers have to submit. I should like fo
know where many of the financial institutions
would he if numerons farms were allowed to
become practically valueless and to revert to
nature.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Where would the whole
country hef

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : We might well
ask, where would the State be, this State
which is so dependent on primary produe-
tion. We have expericnced men on the board,
men of excellent reputation and T am confi-
dent that they would not attempt to earry on
impossible cases,
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HON, L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
{1.30]: T feel that T should say something,
having been brought into the debate. I must
admit that I agree with the views of two
speakers.  There is the hon. member who
suggested that the title of the Bill is entirely
wrong, and that ii should be a “Repudiation
of Debts Bill.” 1 am in entire accord with
that hon. member. T am likewise in aceord with
that member who suggested, quite rightly,
that it is wrong at this time of the session
to diseuss a Bill of this nature. Io point of
fact, my opinion is that it is wrong to discuss
such a Bill at any time, because there are
sections of the farming community who are
now getting seme help but who will, if the
Bill is enacted, be unable to secure any re-
lief. T claim to be as sympathetic towards
the farmers as is any other member of the
Chamber.

Members: Hear, bear!

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: T have had o little
experience of farming, and know both sides
of it. I have been through the bitter as well
as throngh the sweet. Apain, T know the
other aspeets of the agricultural industry. I
know what it is as a merchant to supply
farmers with machinery; for, after ali,
vehicies are machinery. Like some other un-
fortunate merchants today, I am receiving
3Js. 4d. and Gs. 8d. in the pound.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Are your transactions
under hills of sale?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: In some cases, but
not in all. Fven where I have held 2 bill of
sale, I have given the farmer every oppor-
tunity to earry on. Some members of this
House and of another place are always de-
crying the merchant and the country store-
keeper. They have a vast deal of sympathy
for the farmer, but that does not help him
to pay his debts. Why should the farmer
get the thiek end of it, as he does? It is
all very well to say that in good times the
banks forced money on the farmer. More
fool the farmer to have let it be foreced on
him! T believe T have heard you, Mr. Deputy
President, say on one oceasion that travellers
went around selling farmers machinery which
really they did not require. If is all very
well for a farmer to say now “I did not want
this, hut T was foreed to buy it.” I have no
wish to delay the House, but probably mem-
bers are not aware that the private
hanks of Western Australia have advanced
to the farming community scmething over
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£24000,000. Deposits here were about
£15,000,000, which fuet implies that over
£9,000,000 of outside capital was brought
into Western Australia to assist its farming
community. Tf, in addition to that, this
Bil] passes—

Hon. G. B, Wood: Do you believe that
statement ?

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: I do, because I have
figures to prove it.  Will insurance companies
and bankers continue to assist the farmer if
such a measure as this is enacted? Certainly
not. This is no time to write down farmers’
assets, with prices as they are. I am defin-
itely opposed to the Bill, and I consider that
the House would aet wisely in voting the
measure out on the second reading.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) {1.35]: 1
offer no apology for dclaying the House on
a measure such as this, nor do I think it
wise for any member to say that the present
is a bad fime to debate the Bill,

Hon. &. B. Wood:
asleep.

Hon. T. MOORE: Certain people never
sleep. Of all the speakers against the mea-
sure not one has suggested that it was
wrong for Victoria to pass sueh an Act as
this. If the Bill represents repudiation of
coniracts and all the other bad things
alleged against it, are we to believe that the
Victorian people did such atrocious things?

Member: And the Canadians.

Hon. T. MOORE: I will not go further
than our old Conservative State of Vietoria,
the most Conservafive Statc in Australia. I
know Victoria rather well, having becn horn
and reared there. I cannot helieve that Vie-
torians have changed much since then. Tt is
a particularly rick State. Vietorian lands
are more fertile than ounrs, and Victorian
farmers have a distinet advantage in that
respect, Nevertheless it was found neees-
sary to pass this kind of legislation in Vie-
toria. Yet there has heen no word of the
drying up of credit in that State. It is all
very well to ridicule this propoesal by high-
sounding phrases as Mr. Miles did. Ridicule
is no argument whatever. If this legislation
was good cnough for Vieboria, why would it
prove so bad for Western Australia? An
honourable understanding was arrived at be-
tween bankers and farmers at a certain
stage of the industry. We know very well
that before a farmer receives amything in

Some members are
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the pature of an advanee, he goes along to
his banker and they make an arrangement.
The arrangement must bhe considered gooed
for both sides, or it would not be made. That
being so, if the banker thought at the time
when prices were high that it was good, that
is a fact to be taken into consideration. Then
calamity befel us, and the same banker im-
mediately said, “Oh no! T was guite wrong.
I was wrong all right. It so happens that
I advanced more on your property than 1
should have advanced.” And so he immedi-
ately ealls up the credit. Me did not wait
for a rveturn of hetter seasons or better
prices, but instantly called up the ecredit.
That kind of thing has happened before in
Australia.

Therefore I am not at all concerned as
to the prospect of the passing of the Bill
causing ecredit to dry up. Mr. Bolton has
said, “More fools the farmers if they did
what the banks asked them to do, when the
banks chased them.” That ia a very poor
argument indeed. Does Mr. Bolten main-
tain that the banker was unfair, and also a
fool, in going after the farmer? Is that
the inference to he drawn? I know of cases,
and so does every other member, when far-
mers who were going along nicely and
quictly with the Agricultural Bank, that in.
stitution which has done so much to open np
the eountry, were approached by managers
of the private banks. Those private banks
believed that the business was good, and so
they chased the clients of the Agrieultural
Bank and asked them to come under the
wing of the private banks. That is whert
those clients landed. It is known to be the
faet in many cases.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Hundreds of cases.

Hon. T. MOORE: Evidence of it is to be
found on every hand. The private banks
were chasing the individual farmer when
the going wus good. It would he a fair
thing for the hankers now to stand by the
farmers when the going is bad. I do not see
why we should not have that wonderful pro-
position we have heard so much about of
eapital and labour working together. The
Earmer has his labour, besides a certain
assct. He has given his labour. The Bill
merely aims to help the man who is doing
his job properly on the farm. Such being
the case, if capital and lahour worked to-
grether, capital should nof be so shy when
things get bad. Why does eapital pull ont
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immediately things do get bad¥ We know
very well that by the withdrawal of credit
thronghout the world a calamity can be
bronght about. That is the cause from
which this big calamity resulted. Emphat-
ically, eapital and labour did not work to-
gother. The farmer has continued hia work
ever sinee, working long cnough and havd
enongh. Fe has given all his Iabour, and
often the lahour of his wife and children as
well. Tt is unnecessary to reiterate a
hardship that has existed for years.

I, for my part, do not believe that the
banks have lost anything. I have never
vet heard of shareholders in a bank Jos-
ing anyvthing. TIs the farmer who bad an
asset when the private hanker took him over
to lose evervthing? Or is he to get & fair
deal? That is the question T put. In my
opinion the Vietorian Aet is a good Aet to
work under. No one can tell me that the
Victorian Government was so devoid of
sense and reason as to do the unreasonable
things suggested by hon. members who op-
posed this measuve. Similar legislation was
passed in Victoria, and so far as we are
aware there has been no dreying-up of
credit there. Tn this Stafe, however, there
has been a drying-up of eredit. We know
that the Agricultural Bank has had to eome
to the assistanee of many institutions, and
alse of many farms on which there was al-
ready a second mortgage. :

Hon. J. Nicholson: But there is a Rural
Banlk in Vietoria,

Hon. T. MOORE: The hon. member can
speak when he likes. Just now I am having
my say. The Agricultural Bank has had
to render assistance where there has been
a seeond morizage, in cerfain areas of
whieh T know. Our Agricultural Bank has
already done a great deal of writing-down.
If it is a fair thing for the Agrienltural
Bank to write down, why should not writ-
ing-down be done by the private banks
which proposed to make money out of farm-
ing far more than the Agricultural Bank
do? If it is logical for the one institution
to write down, it is logical for the others,
under our capitalistic system, to write down
a bhit.

Hon. L. Craiz: But one writing-down is
voluntary, and the other is compulsory.

Hon. T. MOORE: 1We made it pretty
compulsory for the Agricultural Bank. I
want some hon. member to suggest why, if
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this legislation has proved good for Vie
toria, il should be so bad for Western Aus-
tralia. [ trust the House will carry the
measure, thus affording some redress to the
unfortunate farmer who has battled so hard
and is now in a hopeless position. Once
you have lost the spirit of hope, you bave
lost everything. That spirit is absolutely
departing from our farmers. We are aware
of what bas happened during the last few
weeks. It could never have happened if
things were bright and peaceful, or if the
farmer were getting a fair deal in place
of the troubles through which he has been
passing. But the farmer has been in this
position, that he has had to fight for his
very existence. He s still fighting to re-
tain a erust for himself and his family, If
any hon. member can convince me why this
legislation shounld be good for Vietoria and
had for Western Australia I might at this
stage change my mind, but I do not think
any member can do so.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [146]:
I support the measure, The history of
Australia hag been a suceession of good
times and bad times; of good scasons and
droughts, of high prices and low prices. We
must all concede that any business under-
taking is liable to be hit from time to time.
Many people have settled upon the land and
put their money into it. Some have sold
out at a profit, have again taken up land
and lost the money that they made. It has
been to the intercsts of finaneial institutions
to support our settlers and this they have
done remarkably well. In past years, when
our farmers fell upon evil times, the old
husiness houses said, “We will draw a line
under that liability of yours and will not
charge you interest on it; you carry on.”

Hon. L. Craig: Business houses are do-
ing that today.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: “When the tide
turns, you can see us again and tell ns
whether you ean pay off or decrease your
liability.” So they worked hand in hand.
Many institutions now adopt a similar
policy, but other institutions do not. They
have heen in the gamble and are probably
treating some of their clients too harshly.
It is in an endeavour to help such people
that this measure is brought forward. If
passed, it will serve a useful purpose. Credit
may he dried up, but 1 doubt whether finan-
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cial institutions would aect as suddenly or as
seriously as has been suggested. If the
institutions refused to aet according to the
spirit of this measure, what will he the re-
sult? They cannot sell their seeurities.
Who can realise on land today?

Ton. 1. Craig: These people ars being
kept on the land.

Ion, V. HAMERSLEY : They are starv-
ing on the land.

Hon, G. B. Wood: They are unpaid man-
ngers.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: These people
are struggling for practically a bare exist-
ence. They would be without ¢lothes were
it not for gifts made to them by their
friends. If they are dispossessed, their pro-
perties will realise nothing. The finanecial
institutions eould not realise on them; and
all the writing-down will be done entirely
at the expense of the man and his family,
who have devoted their lives to trying to
build up an asset. Through no fault of
their own, owing to drop in world prices
and to the conditions under which they have
been working for the past few years, their
case is almost hopeless. They should be as-
sisted to remain on their holdings; and with
good secasons and better prices they will be
able to earry on and discharge their liabili-
tics. Why they should be asked to carry
the whole burden seems to me rather extra-
ordinary. The financial institutions are ad-
herine with firmness to contracts entered
into when times were prosperous. I shall
not be able to vote on the measure, because
I have paired with Mr. Macfarlane, who
cannot attend at this late hour as his health
is not good. T wish to record the fact that
T am in favonr of the measure.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) {2.51]:
T feel that several members are perhaps sup-
porting this Bill because that duty is forced
unen them. They arve representing people
who are in a desperate plight and therefore
feel hound to snpport the measure. I am
quite satisfled in my own heart that they
cannot agree to a repudiation of a contract,
and that is what this Bill involves. Imagine
Mr. Hamersley, a member of one of our
oldest and most conservative families, hon-
estly agreeing that it is right foreibly to
brenk contracts that have been entered into.

Hon. . V. Piesze: The Federal Govern-
ment did not kother about that.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: Did it not?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Federal Govern-
ment broke sgrcements in 1930,

Hon, L. CRAIG: It did nothing of the
sort. Bonds today ave worth their face
value. There was no writing down of capital.
This Bill is very serions.

Member: And dangerous.

Fon. L. CRA1G: Yes. The question of
credit has been raised. What is to become
of the futnre of credit in this eountry if
written contracts can be broken at any time?

Hon. G. B. Wood: It did not make any
difference in Victoria.

Hon. I. CRAIG: The Premier of Viectoria
is not a good example. His action is a prime
example of how contracts may be broken.
He is a poor example for us to follow. The
point is this: Suppose banks and finaneial
institutions are forced to write down their
securities, arc they also to carry these people
on? SBuppose these people again go to the
bad financially, as they might do, are the
banks to advance more money, and when
the amount of the advances exeeeds the value
of the assets, are the banks to write down
the security once more?

Hon. G. B. Wood: No. If the farmer can-
not earry on, let the banks foreclose.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Who shall say that the
banks may foreclosc? The barks have acted
fairly towards the people on the land, I
know perhaps more of this subjeet than
does anyone clre in this Chamber. I lost
more money through the depression and
drought than did any member of this House.
The Bill is very dangerous indeed. Do not
forget that hanks have advanced this money
from deposits, which are held by the banks
in trust for and on aceount of their clients.
This Bill proposes that the banks shall write
down the value of their securities.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The banks have re-
serves.

Hon. (. B. Wood: Country storckeepers
wrote down farmers’ debts when they ae-
cepted 2s. or 3s. in the pound.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I feel as sorry for the
conntry storckeepers as does the hon. mem-
ber. T feel as sorry for the farmers as does
any membher of this House. No one knows
more ahout the plight of farmers than I do,
but we musi not lose our heads. I repeat
that the Bill is dangerous to the future credit
of our State. What will the banks do in
future? What can they do? The Bill wounld
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destroy the credit of Western Australia for
many years to come. One is twitted with
having no sympathy for the farmers if one
does not agree to the Bill. Nothing of the
sort! I fear for the security of the country.
I have had a great deal to do with many
accounts, and T consider the banks have done
a faiv thing. Muny advances above a certain
amount are not hearing interest today, but
have besn carried to a suspense saccount.
Many aceounts are being corried that are
doubtful and do not represent good business.
If the hanks be asked to write down their
securities they will do so, bui will close the
business and that will be the end of the
farmers. Who will carry them on?

Hon. . V. Picsse: The banks did in 1930.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Tf this Bill be passed,
one iteed never expect anyone to advanee any
money.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is the danger.
What is the use of writing down a property
which is veally not an asset, and then fore-
closing? This Bill asks that farmers’ debts
shoul! be written down and thai the creditor
should be a good person and still earry the
tarmer on. ls that process to be conthiued a
second and a third time?

Hon. G. B. Wood: Where does the Bill
provide that the banks must lend the farmer
mnore money?

Hon. L. CRAIG: How is he to carry onf

Hon. G. B. Wood: Of course he can earry
on. He has been relieved of a certain
amount of interest and therefore has more
chance of earrying on his farm.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The Bill is designed for
the purpose of writing down prineipal, not
interest.

Hon, G. B. Wood:
on the other.

Hon. .. CRAIG: Interest has already
heen written down in ninety-nine cases out
of a hundred. Thousands of pounds have
been written off.

Memher: And during the last few months
the rate of interest has been raised.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not know if it has
been raised. T have several overdraft ac-
counts and the interest charged me has not
been increased. However, it is no use heating
the air. I sinecrely hope the Bill will be de-
feated bacause, if passed, there will unques-
tionably be dire repercussions, One prom-
inent bank manager said to me, “I do not
care if the Bill passes. It will not worry

One is consequential
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us., We probably will not have to write
down any more than we bave already writ-
fen down. We are looking after our people;
but in future people coming te us for money
will not get one penny.”

Hon. G. B. Wood: Are the banks lending
money now in the country?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Where the seeurity is
good. No trouble is experienced in obtain-
ing money. I saw my bank manager yester-
day and be asked me, “What about your
commitments for the year? Do you want
any change?” I replied, “No, I am quite
satisfied, becanse there is a limit.” He said,
“The limit is here, if you want it.” He
knew every effort would be made fo repay
every peuny. I point out that it is not
always the right person who gets the bene-
fit of the writing down. Look at the dissatis-
faction that oceurred on the groups! The
men who stood up to their obligations got
nothing, and those who failed to do so had
all the writing down. If after three or five
years the asset falls below the value of the
advances, the surplus is to be written off.
That is an incentive to unserupulous men to
say “If I do nothing and allow the suckers
to grow up and the fences to fall, I will gat
more and move.” The less a man does on
his farm during the five years the more will
be written off the property.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Will it help him to
allow the properly to go to wrack and ruin?

Hon. L. CRAIG: What I have said has
happened in the past. T know of scores of
instances. One man gets a big wriling-
down, although he has worked neither hard
nor industriously, while the other man who
has indeed worked hard gets nothing. The
more a man neglects his place, the bigger
the writing-down he gets. Is it an incentive
to a man to develop his property when he
knows that the asset will in value be less
than the ndvance made upon it? The more
a man develops his property, the less writ-
ing-down will he bave at the end of five
yvears. The Bill amounts to asking a man to
negleet his place. It is a dangerous mea-
sure, and I hope the second reading will not
be agreed to.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [2.2]:
Prior to relieving wou in the Chair, Mr.
President, I was undecided how I wonld
vote on this Bill, but the argpument ad-
dueed in opposition to it has convineced
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me that I must vote for the second read-
ing. 1t is extraordinary to find the Honor-
ary Minister, who in some instances would
root up the carth to gain bis end, in total
agreement with Mr. Holmes and Mr. Miles
on this question. Sooner or later we mast
do what other nations are deing and must
analyse all money and the uses to which it
is put., Money can he placed in two differ-
ent categeries, in its productive capaecity,
and in its usurer’s eapacity. There is no
question but that banks and financtal in-
stitutions hkaving contrel of money are
using it in a uwsurer’s way, to eamn interest
whollv and solely. [t lent money when the
price of commodities was twice as great as
it iz today, and when the productive
eapacity was twice as great as it is now.
The only people who are getting anything
out of money are those who are using it
in a usurver’s eapacity. The pecple who
are getting nothing out of it are those who
are using it in a productive eapaecity, I
do not think the Commonwealth Govern-
ment would be desirous of considering any
question of repudiation, but T would point
out that it did write down war bonds 224
per cent. That was done because the nation
demanded it. If something is not done to
give easement to the farming industry it
will go by the board. I marvel that men
remain in that industry. If the banks
Toreelosed upon the farming properties that
would be the best thing that eould happen
to many farmers. In my Provinee nnm-
bers of people have already been pushed
off their holdings, It is safe to say that 83
per cent. of those who voted for me have
been foreed off their holdings. In the part
of the State to which I refer private banks
would not advanee a penny. Any advances
that were made were made by the Agrieul-
tural Bank, the institution through which
the State is losing its moncy, People wha
were being assisted by Associated Banks
were told that the security was not sulfiei-
ent to enable them to receive further ad-
vances. The concern of finaneial institu-
tions is to make profits or carn interest
out of the money entrusted to their care.

Hon. L. Craig: It is, of course, trusl
money.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Money has been used
in a usurer’s eapacity to the detriment of
the productive capacity of the State, with
consequent injury to the welfare of the
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State. People who have money do not
lend it for the good of their health, but to
earn interest.

Hon, L. Craig: Is that not so with you?

Hon. J. CORNELL: T have no money
to lend. If only to back up my friend,
Mr. Moore, { will support the seeond read-
ing of the measure.

HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[2.8]: T am astounded at the opinions ex-
pressed by Mr. Cornell with respect to
banking institutions, and also at the allega-
tion hn made that they are usurers.

, Hon. J. Cornell: They are lending their
mouney in a1 usurer’s capacity.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The hon, mem-
ber misapprehends the posifion. A usurer is
a Shyloek, a man who lends money and
seeks to exact an exorbitant rate of interest.
The allegation that banking institutions in
this State have used their money in that
capacity is something that cannot stand
even the slightest investigation. It is hase
calumny against banking institutions for
anyone to direct such an expression towards
them.

Hon. J. Cornell: I said that money could
be used in two directions, one in a produe-
tive eapacity and the other for the purpose
of carning interest only. I also said that
banks were nsing their moneyv in the direc-
tion of carning interest only.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Mr. Cornell mis-
interprets the position. Were the hour not
so late and were the time more faveurable
for a diseussion on n measure of this im-
portance, T am sure the hon. member would
ultimately express himself in. favour of the
measure. 1 draw attention to Clause 2
which defines n secured ereditor as any per-
son whose debt is scenred by a mortgage,
charge, lien, or any form of security what-
ever, whether legal or equitable, over pro-
perty. and includes an owner of goods and
chattels eomprised in a hiring or a hire pur-
chase agrcement, and security and secured
debis have a eorresponding meaning. The
interpretation given to these words is so
eomprehensive that one can foresee a state
of affairs that will hring about a catas-
trophe in this State. Those responsible for
introducing the Bill, and those who had the
hardihood to support it, will he the first
to ery out in misery for their foolishness.

Flon. G. B. Wood: There is no chanee of
that.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: I reeall some
serious words ottered a few nights ago by
Mr. Seddon when speaking on the Loan
Bill. In the course of one of his many ex-
cellent addresses in this Chamber he pointed
out that onc of the greatest essentials n
connection with the credit of any country
was good faith. He illustrated that fu.ic-
ibls in a way that must have appealed to
members. 1t would almost seem as though
the words he addressed to members so re-
cently had in some respects fallen on harren
ground. The sooner those members take an
opporiunity to read that address again and
recall the words that were uttered by Mr.
Seddon, the hetter it will be for them and
the good of the State. The Bill will destroy
that which is the greatest asset in hrpilding
up the eredit not only of the State but of
individnals. Onec we destroy that credit, the
good name of the State will suffer and conse-
quently individuals will suffer too. Very
clenvly has it been pointed out that the
effeet of the passage of sueld legislation will
he the writing down of seeurilics that were
provided by persons who borrowed money.
The method proposed is such that those who
Tend money will find that they have accepted
securitics under conditions formerly pre-
vailing but which no longer exist. Other
members have demonstrated Torcefully that
if the Bill is allowed to pass, all hope for
the farmers and for the agricultural indus-
try will he destroyed for all time, hecause
no one will provide money for investment
to enable rural areas to be developed. Not
one penny piece will he available for that
purpose. No country requires money for
developmental purposes more than does
Woestorn Australin. The prospect of secur-
ing money for that purpose will be lessened,
it not entirely destroyed, if we agree to the
Bill. As to the interpretation of “secured
credit,” T remind the House that the farm-
ers have largely availed themselves of the
opportunity to acguire machinery under
hire-purchase agrecements, The Bill will
cover such transactions, so that even thal
means of procuving financial assistance will
not be available to the farmers. No trader
or manufacturer of farming implements
would he prepared to eontinue hiring those
partienlar chattels unless payment was
made in cash. What chance therefore would
a farmer have of being able to carry on
his operations expeditiously and eeonomi-
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cally if he were deprived of that particular
method of assistance? His prospeet of bor-
rowing further money will be almost elimin-
ated beeause no one will be desirous of ac-
commodating him in view of this legisla-
tion. I cannot see how any member can
extend his support to the Bill, the passage
of which could have one result only, namely,
the destruction of credit and good faith,

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-Rast)
[2.22]: 1 do not intend to cast a silent
vote on the Bill, which my colleague, M.
Thomson, introduced after a conference
with me and other members of the Country
Party. 1 was particularly struck by Mr.
E. H. H. Hall’s references to the position of
the storckeepers. 1 am a direetor of several
stores and a farmer as well. T assure the
House {hat the storekeepers have sacrificed
a tremendous proportion of their capital in
order to afford relicf to farmers under the
provisions of the Rural Relief Fund Act,
and have done more than their fair share in
carrying on the farmers.

Hon. 1, Seddon: Who emrried on the
stores?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Originally the
hanks, and they have been repaid in interest.
The energy of the managers of the couniry
stores has been an important faetor in enab-
ling business to be carried on. We are
forced to realisc that today farmers are in
a state of unrest beeause of the low prices
obtained for their products and the treat-
ment they have reeeived regarding the mar-
keting of their crops.

Hon. L. Craig: This Bill will cover hire-
purchase agreements and I know your views
on that subject.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: Of course it will
eover those agreements.

Hon. L. Craig: You are opposed to in-
cluding hire-purchase agreements.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: 1 am not. The
machinery firms have reaped a harvest un.
der the provisions of the Rural Relief Fund
Act.

Hon. T.. Craig:
ear people?

Hon. II. V. PIESSE: I am interested in
the motor car husiness. When there is a
hill of sale over a motor car, the full value
is received under the regime of the Rural
Relief Board. As against (hat, the countrv
storckeepers, who have not that seenrity,

T¥hat about the motor
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have to be content with 3s. in the pound. The
stock firms also have the best seeurity and
when working on advanee it is to the extent of
two-thirds of the value of the seeurity. In
instances where farmers have approached the
stock people and their security is adequate,
they have secured advances,up to 100 per
cent. When it comes to a composition,
the first mortgagees are entitled to first call
on procceds, but the storekeeper has to take
what he can get, a position that is alse
shaved by the second mortgagee.

Hon. L. Craig: The storckeeper can sell
for cash if he wants fo.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: To assist the farm-
ots aund the industry, the storckeepers have
extended eredit up to £0 per ecnt.

Hon. L. Craig: But they need not have
done so.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: They have adopled
that eourse in order to assist in developing
the rural areas. In faet, the country store-
keepers have been just as instrymental in
developing this State as have any of the
seenred creditors. '

Hon. T. Moore: Or the hanks.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: They have as-
sisted the banks. The storekeepers have
advanced money with  which {0 build
up the securities of the sceured creditors.
Mr. Bolton, who had something to say
about this matter, knows that that is cor-
rect, just ag I do. The original Rural Ke-
et Fund Acet was passed at the instanee of
Sir Earle Page, who was respohsible for
providing the necessary funds. As a result,
many farmers have been granted much re-
lief and have been able to carry on their
operations,

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is & contract-
ing-out section in the Federal Act but there
is none in this Bill.

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: All that we desire
is  that fair and rensonahle equality
of sacrifice shall be maintained. As it
15, the farmer’s share of his own
aszet today is valued at practieally
nothing. 1 thank Mr. Thomson for the very
able manner in which he placed the Bill be-
fore members. With his 25 years’ experi-
cnce in Parliament, he was able to do so
with a knowledge of what the primary pro-
ducers are np against, and no man econld
have better undertaken the task than Mr.
Thomson. The Bill contains three clauses
to which I shall refer. The suggestion has
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been made that the farmers will not be able
to carry on if the Bill is agreed to. During
the depression years a number of farmers
took advantage of the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
justment Aet. The inferest paid to secured
creditors was paid in many instances, but
the farmers werg carried on. Mr, White was
appointed direcctor under the Aect, and ar-
rangements were made under bills of sale to
earry on operations. I cannot subseribe to
the view that if the Bill is agreed to the far-
mers will not be able to continue operations.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Mortgages were not
affected under that Act.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Of course they
were not, but the Act is still in foree.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But mortgages are
not affected.

Hon. H. V., PIESSE: We have heard of
the position of the pastoralists. I can
assure hon. members that if a pastoralist
who has suffered from drought for thyee
to five years could restock his property
and earry on without having to pay inter-
est, he would have every opportunity of
rehabilitating himself and becoming sol-
vent. Under the present Rural Relief Act,
that cannot be done. I have known people
who have applied to come under the Act,
but have been told it i impossible. If
the Bill is passed, they will be able to do
so. While the Federal Government has
introduced tariffs that have raised the price
of commodities, we yet bave sueh com-
panies as the sugar combine, the glass
company and Broken Hill Pty. Ltd,
all making huge profits, whereas the prim-
ary producers are having a lean time.

Hon. J. Cornell: And the chaps that are
enlisting are getting it in the neck, too.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes. 1 hope mem-
bers will snpport the second reading.

HON. E. M. BEENAN ({North-East)
[2.29]: T intend to vote for the Bill. When
I read it, T thought it would be a good
thing for the farmers, and would provide
them with the relief to which they are en-
titled, but I decided I would refrain from
making a definite decision until T had heard
the debate. After having done so, my
feeling that 1 should support the mea-
spre bas been confirmed. I agree that o
Rill like this should not be passed exeept
for strong reasons. Those reasons exist
in this instance. The word ‘‘repudiation”

[COUNCIL.]

bas been mentioned. That is not a nice
word. Repudiation is something to which
I do not think anycne in this House would
be o party. Years ago, tonditions were
vasily different from those obtaining to-
day, and persons entered into these con-
tracts in view of the circumstances pre-
vailing at that time. The radically altered
conditions can almost be referred to as
an act of God, and & review of the posi-
tion is jnstified. Only a few years ago,
relief was granted to persons who entered
into contracts. That relief was given by
the passing of a measure known as the Pur-
chasers’ Protection Act, under which, in cer-
tain circumstances, econtracts could be
broken. I do not see that any great hard-
ship would /be done to finaneial institae-
tions by the passing of this measure,
becanse money that has to be written
off will go into cold storage, as Mr.
Wooed called it, for a period of five
years—and we all hope that duripg
that time conditions will improve—and
the financial institutions in due course
will be able to recover the full amount
lent, In the meantime relief will be
afforded to the farmers. T am impressed by
the fact that we have a precedent for this
measure in Vietoria.

The Chief Seeretary: Conditions in Vie-
foria are entirely different.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: That may be so.
We also have the ease of other sections
of the community who lent money to
farmers but did not take a seeurity.
Those people entered into contracts with
the farmers, but they had to review their
contracts. They did not have a security to
enforce them. That is the only difference
between the position of the storekeepers
who have Dbeen mentioned and the bank
that lent money and took a morigage to
seetve itself. WMorally thore is no great
difference between the two eases, and there
is a good dral of substance in the argument
submitted by Mr. Wood that equality of
sacrifice should be the prineiple to guoide
us in voting on sueh a measure as this.

HON, H. SEDDON (North-Kast) [2.33]:
1 listened with interest to the discussion on
this Bill, T have a good deal of sympathy
with the forees hehind the opinion that has
been expreszed in this House by members
representing primary industries. Those in-
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dustries are suffering from a combination of
adverse conditions. In addition to the dis-
turbance duc to the war and the artificial
barriers raised against trade between coun-
tries, the effeet of Ausiralian indugjrial
policy has to be considered. We have an en-
tirely artificial set of conditions in the in-
dustrial sphere that bas increased the cost
to the primary producers who, in despera-
tion, ave looking for relief from their
troubles. Unfortunately, they are under-
mining the very source upon which they
absolutely depend for a continuation of their
operations.

Hon. J. Corneil : Seme would be better oft
if they were not dependent on that source.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, antl some should
never have been dependent on i,  The
greatest trouble in Australia today is tbe
poor farmer. One of the greatest loads this
State is carrying is that imposed upon it
through the Industries Assistance Board.
Men who have been carried on by that board
for wyears will never become successful
farmers, no matter how long they live. What
I want to point out is that the credit strue-
ture of this couniry is being undermined.
Reference has been made to country store-
keepers. In the majority of cases, those
storekeepers have gone down beeanse they
have given eredit to assist farmers. In their
turn the storekeepers have depended on the
merchants, and the merchants have stuck to
the stovekeepers until they have eventually
had to write off losses. The merchants have
depended on the banks, which have carried
them. All classes have been relying on the
one institution, and that institution can con-
tinue to operate only so long as honesty and
good faith eontinne to exist in the com-
munity.

Hon. G. B. Waod: The country storekeeper
je not there today, but the merchant is.

Hon. H. SEDDON: And many a merchant
is earrving a load compared with which the
farmer’s load is a mere bagatelle. The un-
fortnnate thing about Bills of this deserip-
tion is that a bank can only make advances
against its deposits.

Hon. E. H, H. Hall: That i= contested.

Hon. H. SEDDON: How munch truth is
there in the contention of people who talk
abont Douglas Credit and other monctary

syslems?
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Hon. E. H, H. Hall: The hon. member is
aware that a large body of opinion favours
those theories.

Hon. H. SEDDON: It is wrong.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Those that will not
open their eyes eannot see.

Hon. H. SEDDONXN : There is such a thing
as opening one's eyes too late. It is too late
to open one's eyes when faith has gone,
becanse when faith goes, everything goes.
Legislation of this kind has the effect of
making people who have deposits in banks
think serionsly about their position.

Hon. .J. Cornell: I can recall when the
hanks fuiled and the State had to go to their
aid.

Hon H. SEDDON: So can I, and I can
also rememhber the misery thai went through
the country like u wave. I know of highly
respected business men who were running
concerns that were paying their way. When
the crash eame those men were glad to aceept
casual work in the very factories of which
they had been the owners.

Flon. E. H. H. Hall: Was their misery
any worse than that endured by people in
the agricultural areas today?

Hon. H. SEDDOX: Keen as is the misery
of those in the agrieultural areas, the un-
fortunate fact is that sufficient regard is not
paid to the point that those people are being
maintaived on their properties by the very
hanks they are opposing.

Hon. E. A. H. Hall: Under what condi-
tions?

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. Y. SEDDON: The hest conditions
the banks can give.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Oh yes! You do not
know!

Hon. H. REDDON; I started to point out
what will happen. Every person with a
deposit in the hank, realising that that de-
posit is piaced in peril through the bank
being assailed, will endeavour to remove his
deposit while the opportunity is available.
The strongest hank could not stand a run on
its funds; not even the Commonwealth
Bank could do so. My contention is that
the farmers should have some regard to the
forces that are dictating the policy of the
hanks, which are trying to purse the farmers
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and are hoping for better times. Better Aves,

times must come, ﬂg:: ? g&r]xsl:ﬁm I]:Ilgxll]. E.Q;?(lyl:sae
Hon. J. Cornell: Not if Fritz gets us! Yoo . M. Drew Hon & e om
Hon. H. SEDDON If “Fritz” takes the Hon. E, M, Heenan Hon. G, B, wm}nner.J

country as suggested by Mr. Cornell, people Nous,

will face sterner conditions than those pre-
vailing to-day. ‘Therefore 1 advise the
farmers in their own interests to try fo
realise the position and be careful lest they,
by their actions, deprive themseclves of the
very thing upon which they rely in order to
carry on their farms.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East—in
reply) [245]: I do not intend to speak
at length in veply, because every member
has made up his mind. I have no fear as
to what wmay happen if the measure is
passed, because, according (o all the in-
formation that ¢an he obtained, similar
legislation in Victorin has had no evil
resulis.  Though the conditions there are
different, the Vietorian farmers have had
their froubles, particularly those in the
mallee arcas. 1 do not think we should en-
tertain undue fear regarding the effeet of
the measure on credit. If I thought it
would have the ecffeet suggested by some
members, I would hesilate to support it, but
we have the example of Vietoria where
similar legislation has not operated harm-
fully, and therefore we are entitled to ask
that our farmers be placed on a similar
footing. The Minister says that the whole
burden will fall upon the State. I do not
agree with him. We are asking for power
to write down, just as the Agrienltural
Bank has done, so that we may give our
farmers an opportunity to start at the same
rate and on the same conditions as would
apply if the mortgagees foreclosed. I
could give instanees of men heing foreed
oft their holdings, but I shall not delay the
House by quoting them at this stage. The
Country Party has given the matter deep
consideration, the Bill has passed another
place, and T hope members here will ap-
prove of it.

Questibn put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .. .. 10
Noes .. .. .. 16
Majority against .. 6

Hen. E. H. Angelo
Hon, L, . Holton
Hon. L. Craig

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt
Hon. J. T, Franklin
Hon. G,
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. W, I, Hall

Hon, J, J. Holings
Hon. W. H. Kiison
Hon. W. .J. Mann
Hon. G, W, Miles
Hon, J, Nichalson
Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. H, Tuckey
{ Teller.)

Pain,

AYES. l Nors.
Hon. V, Hamersley Hen. J. M. Maclarlane

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

BILL—COMFPANIES ACT (LITCH-
FIELDS LIQUIDATION) AMENDMENT.

I'irst Reading.

Received from the Assembly and, on
motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, vead a first
Ltime.

Second Reuading.
HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [2.56]

in moving the second reading said: This
small Bill contains only fRve clauses, and I
hope there will be but four when the House
has finished with it. The measure has been
introduced to rectify what is really a de-
fect in the Companies Act. It deals with
selective security certificate-holders  issued
by Litchfields (A/sia), Ltd. If these sclec-
tive sceurity eccrtificate-holders were credi-
tors of the company, or shareholders of the
company, they could take proeccedings under
the Companies Act, but they are neither.
They are not provided for in the Companies
Act; hence the necessity for this Bill.

The subscribed capital of the eompany,
including payments in advance, amounts to
about £15,000, and there are really no assets
left. Therefore nothing is to be gained by
the shareholders taking action, hecanse they
wonld merely be spending their money in
vain, seeing that there are no assets. Since
the inception of Litchficlds, the whale of the
ineome, represented by dividends and in-
terest carned, has heen £234 3s. 5d4., and last
vear £2,892 9z, 3d. was absorbed in the ex-
penses of carrying on the business. Thus
the whole of the money sobseribed by the
shareholders has been lost, and the sharve-
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holders are not going to throw good money
after bad. The people whom the Bill pro-
poses to protect are the holders of selective
security certificates. Thev have made them-
seives responsible over a term of several
years for a sum of £36,410; they have paid
£12,350, and are responsible for £24,060.
There is no way out for those people, be-
eause they are neither sharcholders nor
creditors. There is nothing for them to do
but to sit down and wateh their £24,000
disappear. Surely we cannot permit this kind
of thing to go on! It is asked, why single
out this company? But it is the only com-
pany of the kind existing here. What ig
more, no other company of this deseription
can be formed during the period of the war
heeausp the consent of the Commonwealth
Treasurer is required before any company
can be fioated in war time. Should not the
seoundrel here concerned be stopped? T
hope, if T live to see winother year, that
next session something will be done to bring
the Companies Act ap to date, so that no
case of this kind may recur. The whole
thing bhas been cunningly arranged. The
selective security  eertificate-holders were
not allowed to put np the £36,000. Pay-
ment of that sum was to be spread over
periods up to nine years. And while the
money was being collected from the certi-
ficate-holders it was being frittered away in
another dircetion. There are 761 certificate-
holders; the last one, I think, quite re-
eently acquired certificates to the extent of
£2.000. Or rather, the Chairman of Direc-
tors acquired 2.000 shares at £1 per share
todav, and on the same day, or the day
after. sold them to the applicant not at par,
being 20s., but at 26s. 6d. So I think T
am right in applying the word “scoundrel”
fo the man. T cannot think of any other
suitable term, I have heen 50 or 60 years
in business, and never in my life have I
read of anything so diabolieal or dastardly.
Yesterday Mr. Heenan, in connection with
another Bill, said that Parliament should do
something to save people from themselves.
If ever Parlinment had cause to intervene,
that eanse exists in this case.

All that the Bill proposes is to give the
eertificate-holder power to go to the court.
Tt puts him in the position of either one
or the other, shareholder or creditor as the
ease may be, and the court is to make what-
ever order the eourt mav think fit.
The Bill as it comes here restricts the
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definition of shareholder or ceriificate-holder
to the holder of £100 worth of shares or
certificates. I have been asked, by a mes-
sage from the other place, to reduce that
amount to £50. Further, I have been asked
to request this Chamber to delete the clause
which iz an instruction to the court, an in-
struction that, it is now thought, should not
be ineluded in the Bill. Tt is held that the
court should be the sole arbiter of what is
to be done, with a knowledge of the facts
before it,

I could talk a long time on this subject.
I could refer to the seleet eommittee’s re-
port. However, I really do not think that
af this stage T should say much more, espee-
tally at this hour of the moraing. It has
been asserted that members of the committee
showed bias in their report. I refuse to be-
lieve that men like Mr. MeLarty, Mr. F. C.
L. Smith, Mr. Tonkin, Mr. Waits and Mr.
Latham wonld be biased on a question of
this kind. The committee’s findings speak
for themselves, and I do mot propose to read
them. If we pass the Bill, it will be a warn-
ing to other people coming here to take
down this community as the eommunity has
been taken down in this instance. The mea-
sure will he a lesson to such adventurers.

If the certificate-holders were creditors,
they could go to the ecourt, and if they were
shareholders they could go to the court, for
a winding-up order. But in this case the
certificate-holders’ £15,000 is exhausted, and
so what js the use of their approaching the
court? All that the Bill does is to provide
that the selective sceurity certifieate holders
who have subscribed £12,000, and are
liable for another £24,000, shall he in
the position of ecither ereditors or share-
holders and thus be able to go to the court
and ohtain from the judge snch an order as
he thinks will meet the position. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [3.10]:
There is something in my make-up that im-
pels me to say at least something in mitiga-
tion. Moreover, I do want as a member of
Parliament to protest azainst what T may eall
the precipitate and indeeent haste apparent
here in the desire to arrive at an end. At
the last minute we are asked to agree to a
Bill having for its ohject the winding-up
of the Litehfields Company.
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Hon. J. J. Holmes:
thinks fit.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Hold on! For four
years or mote Litchfields has operated in
Western Australia—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: With what result?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Has any action been
taken? Has any criticism been uttered then?
Not until 2 man connected with Litchfields
aspired to a seat in this Parliament—

Hon. 6. B. Wood: You are wrong there.
The Companies Act was amended last ses-
sion, before the election.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That amendment of
the Companies Act referred to share hawk-
ing.

Hon. G. B. Wood: It was aimed at this
company.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It applied to share
hawking. The net resnlt was that the amend-
ing measure applied only to local compan-
ies. The forest companies, at which the
amending measare was originally aimed,
were ent out. Since them Litchfields has
been a sort of head of John the Baptist at
the TFeast. Becanse this individual—who
may be a scoundrel; I cannot say; even
some scoundrels have redeeming features—
refused to go on with the job after being
elected to Parliament, and another individ-
ual entered the field, practically under his
aegis and his banner, this heresy hunt was
started.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: For my part, I do
not know the man nor do I know his com-
pany.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then a select com-
mittee of another place was appointed, and
the unusual procedure was adopted of ad-
mitting the Press to the meetings of the select
committee. I followed the select eommittee’s
proceedings through the Press, and I con-
sider that the most siriking part of these
proceedings was when the commitice, so to
speak, brought Baron Muunchausen fo con-
tradict and deny, and when another indi-
vidual was brought into the picture, an in-
dividual at one Hime connected with Litch-
fields. I do not find fault with the select
eomvnittee. It inguired into the matier.
But here is where I part company with mem-
bers of the committee. I submit that when
3. select committee has done its job and rve-
ported to Parliament, it should finish. If
gross abuses of the Companies Act had been
going on for four or five years, it was the

Only if the court
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duly of the Government of the day to take
cognisance of the select committee’s report,
because the Government is charged with the
administration of the Companies Aet, and
with supervision of ecompanies formed under
that Act. However, the job was shirked
by the Government.

An attempt was made by the chairman
of the select commettee to bring down cer-
tain legislation. The Bill was thrown out
beeause it might have meant the appropria-
tion of money to give effect to the legisla-
tion. The Government rcfused to find any
money for that purpose.

Hon. J. J. Holines: The Government ap-
proves of this,

Hon, J. CORNELL: If Litehfields is ealp-
able, the Government is culpable. If the
manager of Titchfields has done anything
eriminal—and only a criminal aet could
justify sueh action as the Bill proposes—
he has done thing% that warrant investiga-
tion. He has duped the sharcholders. In
my opinion, however, Parliament should not
have heen moved to make an investigation;
thal <hould have been dene by the Criminal
Investization Branch. Howevir, it was not.

Member: Why?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not Xnow why
the joh was shirked.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I am not shirking my
joh.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T agree. The hon.
member was asked to introduce the Bill and
he did =o0. Although I feel I may bhe alone,
after all one man can be right and a million
wrong.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
Irishman said.

Hon, J. CORNELL: It is wkat the soldier
said who was marching with the battalion.
Everyone waz out of step cxeept himself.
One has only to go hack to the day of Judas
to find that a Man was right Whom a million
said was wrong.

Member: Do you mean Judas?

Hon. J. CORNELI:: No, the Man Whom
Judas betrayed. Today Ile is accepfed 2s
right. The Government shirked this job and
now Parliament, in the dying hours of the
session, is asked to pass this measnre. Per-
sonally, I am opposed to it. Two attempts
were made in another place fo attain the
ohjective sought. It was not even possible
to introduee a properly-drawn Bill in the
House that appointed the select committee

That is what the



{6 DecEMBER, 1939.]

and whoere its report was presented. The
Government would not take action in this
matter; an attempt to do so was made by
a private member, but he was ruled out of

order. Mr, Iolmes has asked this Chamber
to dorfor the Bill. Why such indecent
haste?

Hon. 1. J. Holmes: Does that not happen
to most Bill:? Do not we amend most Bills
that rome betore ns?

Hon, J. CORNELL: That may happen in
the ensc of a potato Bill or an onion Bill;
but here a person has been charged with
being a scoundrel. Another place should at
least have been certain how he is to be in-
dicted hefore it transmitted the Bill to this
Chamh=r ¢nd asked us to doctor it.

Hon. J. J. Molmes: Another place is not
indieting him.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is no es-
caping the fact that the purpose of the Bill
is to endeavour to wind up Litchfields and
get rid of Barker.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The purpose of the
Bill is to protect the shareholders of Litch-
fields.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Bill contains
a provision to which I take strong excep-
tion. In my long connection with the
Legislature of this State, I have not seen
such & provision before.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Is that doetoring?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No, it is not, it is
quackery.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What is your inter-
pretation of doctoring?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I would like to try
it on the hon. member. Clause 4 of the Bill
provides—

.+« . the Court shall on the application of
any party to the proceedings admii ns evi-
dence of the matters thercin deposed to by
witnesses a copy (certified by the chairman)
of the transcript of the cvidence taken by
the select committee of the Legislative
Assembly of the Parliament of this State

appointed on the 19th day of October,
1939, . ...

The court is the tribunal that will sit and
adjudicate; and the chairman referred to is
the person who intraduced this Bill. I do
not know what lawyers think of it.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Not much.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I should not think
so. The Bill is an ontrage. You, Sir, and
other members have acted upon select
committees. I regard evidence tendered to
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such committees very often as hearsay. I
give as much credence to it as was given
by a celebrated Queensland judge many
vears ago who fried a cattle-stealing case.
The naceused was found not guilty and the
Judee said to the jury, “Gentlemen of the
Jury, I am pleased the verdict is yours, not
mine.” Evidenee tendered before a select
committee is not evidence that would be
aceepted in a court of law. It is not the
kind of evidenee that is given before a
Royal Cowmmission, where counsel can
examine and cross-examine the witnesses.
Has a prima facic case heen made out?

Hon. A. Thomson: Was not the evidence
taken on oath?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not know
whether it was. Witnesses before a select
committee are not sworn.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: They were in this
instance.

Hon. A. Thomson: Then their evidence
wonld not be hearsay; it would be sworn
testimony.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Bil! does not pro-
vide that the court shall act on that evi-
dence.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But the Bill says
that the court may accept it. Mrp. Parker
knows that witnesses before select com-
mittees make statements and that there is
no proper sifting of evidence. Qne member
of the select committec probably could say
what was evidence and what was not evi-
dence. He is Mr. Ross McDonald.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: He was not a mem-
her of the committee.

Hon J. CORVNELL: It was Mr. Watts.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: Yon do not know
what’s what!

Hon. J. CORNELL: He is a lawyer.

Hon. H. Seddon: He made a good job of
it.

Hen. J. CORNELL: Perhaps he did. 1
desire—

Hon. G. W. Miles: To keep us here till
daylight.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
ean go home if he does not like it. He has
been a belly-ache for the last two or three
days.

The PRESIDENT: Did not the
Mr. Miles rise to a point of order?

Hon. G. W. Miles: No! The hon. mem-
ber said I was a belly-ache.

hon
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: I ask if “belly-ache”
is parliamentary language?

The PRESIDENT: I did not hear the re-
mark.

Hon, J. CORNELL: If it is offensive, I
apologise to the House for having used
it. Sinee I entered Parliament I have en-
deavoured to refrain from doing anything
that I thought might affect the prestige of
the Couneil. I feel there are hundreds of
people who will judge this House and Par-
liament for acting too precipitately in this
matter. If action was necessary, it should
have heen taken by the Government and not
by n private member.

HON. H. 8. W. PARKER (Mectropolitan-
Sthurban) [3.25]: I do not favour the Bill
fo- the reason that in my opinion a Bill
shonld not he brought down to deal with
one specific company. I realise, however,
that extraordinary eircumstances have
arizen and that the matter is urgent. Un-
fortunately, drastic action is required in this
partieular instance, because undoubtedly
very wrong things have happened which ap-
pear to be within the law. The report of
the select committee discloses that aetion is
urgently necessary. I rise really to ask the
Government to bring down next year a
comprehensive Companies Act, so that mat-
ters such as this cannot reenr in the future.
I snpport the second reading.

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (BEast) [3.27]:
The last speaker referrad to the Companies
Aet. My experience of that Aet was that it
was almost impossible to amend it until it
was consolidated.  Something may now he
done. Members will recall thal last session
an amendment of the Companies Aet was
passed. I was respensible for the passage
of the measure through this Chamber. Judge
of my astonishment when scme time later
further commlaints were made. At the time
T did not know that Litchfields was in
existenee.

Hon, J. Cornell: Not till then?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I certainly did not.

Hon. JI. Cornell: Then yon have never
listenad in.

Fon. C, F. BAXTER: As a matter of fact,
T have not. I would be sorry to listen in to
a speech like one I heard a few moments
ago. T would not waste my time in that
way. Mr. Cornell has stressed several
points. He mentioned indecent haste.

[COUNCIL.]

Member: Yes, so it is.

Ion, C. F. BAXTER: A member inter-
Jects that he agrees. I cannot see that there
is any indecent haste. What brought the
select committee into being was the number
of complaints received by membhers of Par-

. liament eoncerning this particular company.

A select committee was appointed and sat
for a considerable time taking evidence. It
worked hard and econststently. Any member
who hasg read the select commitice’s report
that has been tabled must econgratulate the
commiltee on having done very good work
for the State. This Bill is designed to pro-
teet poor people. Contrast Mr. Cornell’s
opinion with the New Zealand legislation.
The New Zealand authorities do not wait
hefore taking action. When the interim
report was presented drastic action was
taken in Parliament.

Hon. J. Cornell:
if.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am not respon-
sible for what the Government did. My
duty is to protect a number of people in my
Province who have purchased ‘selective
security certificates. Mr. Cornell conferred
a slight upon the profession to which Mr.
Heenan and Mr. Parker in this Chamber be-
long. I was surprised to hear that remark
coming from the hon. member. Mr.
Parker and I agree as to the bad drafting of
measures that eome before this Chamber,
but that is by the way. The Bill makes no
reference to Mr. Barker, but contains ma-
chinery for the protection of people who
have invested their money in Litehfields
security certificates. The shareholders are
nat likely to move, because their money has
all gone and they are no longer interested in
the company. We have to protect the
holders of seeurity certificales. When in-
troducing the Bill Myr. Holmes stated that
£36,000 was involved in these eertificates. I
have seen several of Litehfields balance
sheets, and say that the sooner action is
taken the more money will be saved for
those who have invested it in the company.
That is why the Bill should be passed to-
night. In any ¢ase I see very little hope
cither for the company or for the holders
of certificates. Our duty is plain. I do not
know Mr. Barker. Our work is to put
throngh the hest machinery we can to enable
those concerned to save every penny that ean
be saved.

The Government took
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Hon. G. W. Miles; If the holders of cer-
tificates wish to take action!

Hon. C. I', BAXTER: Yes. Parliament
will then have done its duty. No one ean
say that the select comnmitiee also has not
done itz duty. Following npon the report
that has been presented to Parliament, both
Houses are asked to give authority to the
holders of eertificates to proteet themselves.
If thev do not avail themselves of ihat op-
portuniiy they have only themselves to
blame.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[3.35]: I oppose the Bill. It is not proper
to bring down an amendment of the Com-
panies Aect at this stage of the session. I
do not know Mr. Barker, and have no sym-
pathy with his transactions. T admit that
the Companies Act should be amended, and
many members also expressed that opinion
last year. The House would he well advised
not to proeeed further with this Bill, but to
consider the Companies Act in proper form
next session. Any company that is operat-
ing in the way Litchfields is doing, or that
is proposing to operate in that way in the
future, can then be dealt with.

Hon. H. Seddon: How would youn protect
the holders of certificates in the meantime?

Hon. E. M. TIEENAN: I cannot submit
a proposition to that effect at the moment.
Apparently most of the harm has been done.
Holders of certificates have the remedy in
their own hands if the oceasion warrants.

Hon. J. Nieholson: They have no remedy.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Mr. Baxter
placed a wrong eonstruetion on my interjee-
tion. Clause 4 of the Bill provides that on
the hearing of any petition hy the Supreme
Court the evidence taken by the select com-
mittee shall be admitted as evidence. T said
I did not think much of that provision.
When matters are dealt with in a eourt eer-
tain striet rules of evidenee apply. From
what T remember reading in the Press it
seems that a lot of hearsay evidence was ad-
mitted. Statements were made that would
not be admitted if the matter were properly
dealt with in a court.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Had wvon read the
report vou would not make such a comment.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: There i5s a polit-
ical savour about this matter. In any event,
I do not like a Bill being brounght down at
this stage to amend the Companies Act, and
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do not think it will do much good for any-
one. Next year, as a result of the experi-
ence gained in this inquiry, suitable amend-
ments to the Companies Aet can be brought
forward to deal with this and any other
question that reguires attention.

HON. A. TEHOMSON (South-East)
[3.40]: 1 would not have spoken but for
the remark just made by Mr. Heenan. The

.hon. member said the Bill had a politieal

savour about it. Last year, when the mem-
ber for Swan {Mr. Sampson) introduced a
Bill, not aimed at any particalar company
but to prevent the hawking of shares, mem-
bers generally were deluged with letters
from people who had invested their money
and requesting us to oppose the Bill. To
those who wrote to me I zaid that if every-
thing was fair and above hoard so fayr as the
company was eoncerned, they nced have no
fear but that the measure would be passed.
Every member has had a great deal of cor-
respondence from the manager of Litch-
fields. I deny that any political motive is
associated with this measure. The Bill is
not oul to penalise any individual. It has
been introduced to protect the unfortunate
persons who have heen led to believe that by
investing their money in security certificates
it would he safe. A statement was made
that the evidence given hefore the =seleet
committec was of a hearsay nature. Those
who have that opinion eannot have read the
report laid on the Table of the House.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is all the evidence con-
tained in that report?

Hon. A. THOMSON: It contains the
findings of the select commitice. For any-
one to suggest that five members of another
place, after carefully reviewing the evidence,
are actuated by bias is grossly unfaiv. Tt is
an unfair charge to make against members
who have spent so much of their valuahle
time on this work.

Hon. J. Comell: The only member
charged with hias was the member whe in-
troduced the Bill in another place,

Hon. A. THOMSON: It appears from
the report that many of the witnesses were
eatled at the instance of the man we are
aceused of eondemning. I am concerned
with safeguarding the interests of certificate
holders, many of whom were not in a posi-
tion to risk their money in this way. Most
of the money invested represented the sav-
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ings of people who had been induced to
draw their money out of the Savings Bank
on the ground that, if invested in the eom-
pany, it would give them a greater rate of
interest. Although I regret the lateness of
the hour at which we are called upon to con-
sider this measnre, I wounld like to know what
will happen to those who have invested
their money in the eompany, and how the
position can be dealt with, I feel I must
defend my colleagues who have worked so
hard on the select committee.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Two of the members
of the commitiee belong to the Labour
Party.

Hon, A THOMSON: Yes. I am not
going to allow it to he said, and made
capital of, that the party with which I am
associated is ont to hound a partienlar
man because he decided to engage in poli-
tics. Two members of the committee, the
member for Brownhiil—Ivanhoe (Mr. I, C.
1., Smith) and the member for North-East
Fremantle {Mr. Tonkin) are gentlemen
who have given great service to the Lab-
our Party, and beside the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for Katanning
{Mr. Watts), there was also on the comn-
mittee the member for Murray-Wellington
{Mr. MeLarty). I strongly resent the re-
marks made by Mr, Heenan, My colleagues
have been charged not only in Parliament
but over the air with misrepresentation
against the managing divector of the eom-
pany concerned. Simply beeause a member
of the Country Party endeavoured, in the
interests of fhe publie, to prevent the hawk-
ing of shares, the political party to which
I belong has been slandered over the air
and by other means. If everything is fair
and above board regarding Litchfields, then
those associated with the coneern should
have no fear of legislation passed by Par-
liament. On the other hand, it is our duty
to protect the unwary. I was surprised at
the remarks of Mr. Heenan, who when dis-
cussing another measure said we musk pro-
teet people against themselves. That is
the ohjeet of this Bill, which will allow
those who invested their money an oppor-
tunity to protect their interests. I hope the
Bill will be agreed to.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [3.45]: Re-
ferring to the ohservations of the hon.
member who has just sat down, I feel

[COUNCIL.]

bound to say that the Bill has a politieal
taint, and that he will not get away from
that faet.

Hon. A. Thomson: I know your  asso-
ciates.

Hon. T. MOORE: I believe my asso-
ciates are just as good as yours.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. T. MOORE: This is certainly a
Hounse that sets itself up as one which
refuses to pass legislation hurriedly. We
hear that remark so often that I eonsider
myself justified in. reminding hon. mem-
bers that they are not always consistent.
I eall to mind matters brought along to
this House by my party which have been
piteched out because they were introduced
pretty late. T remember hon. members
saying in such circumstances, ‘“What is the
good of bringing in such stuff as that »
Then why do hon. members adopt their
present atfitude? A eertain section of
this House is consistent only in its incon-
sistenecies,

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. T. MOORE: I think it can be safely
laid against this Chamber that on the pre-
sent occasion members are attempting to do
something very hurriedly. As for myself,
I have no opinion whatever regarding the
matter. But to those who blame the Gov-
ernment for not having done something I
answer, what chanee has the Government
had to do anything sinee the select com-
mittee presented its report?

Hon. J. Cornell: The Government could
have brought in this Bill.

Hon. T. MOORE: To tapnt the (Govern-
ernment with not having done anything
within 24 hours is utterly unreasonable.
Why find fault with the Government for
not having done something when it had
not the opportunity? The people of this
eountry will say that this partienlar matter
appears to be dealt with very hurriedly,
and persons who wish to give it a political
flavour will have good grounds for doing
s0 when a Bill is rushed through like this
one.

HON. W. J MANN (South-West)
[3.48]: The allegation is made against mem-
hers of this Chamber that we are endeavour-
ing to do something hurriedly. TIn my
opinion, the action being taken is perfestly
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justified. We have to remember that the
Bill is aimed at an individual who——

Hon. J. J. Holmes: At a company, not an
individual.

Hon. W. J. MANN: It amounts fo almost
the same thing. Shall T say, “This particn-
larly clever company” if the word “indivi-
dual” is not considered suitable? If action
is not taken, every possible advantage will
be taken of the position—1I feel sure of that.
One can easily divine what is likely to hap-
pen during the period between the adjourn-
ment of the House and its being called fo-
gether again. I have read all that has ap-
peared in the Press regarding the select
committee’s proceedings, and have carefully
read its report, and T consider that we would
be remiss in our dufy if we did not at least
make an attempt to give some protection to
those people of whom many, I am cerfain,
will be very glad to have it.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [3.50]:
I have little to say on this Bill. There is a
good deal in the objection taken to it by
some hon. members, buf there is also a great
deal to be said for the position in which the
select commitiee found itself with a Bill to
be introduced within the last howrs of the
session. Hon. members appear to have lost
sight of the fact that the select committee
in the eourse of its examination had to take
no less than 960 pages of evidence. That is
a task calling for some time. The sifting of
that evidence and the framing of the report
required still more fime. What amazes me
is that the sclect committee in tue time af its
disposal could have produced a report of the
nature of that which has been placed before
Parliament, setting out so clearly the posi-
tion that obtains regarding this particular
company. Let me acknowledge straight-
away that there is a great deal to be said for
investment trosts. They represeni one of
the finest methods of makiny available to the
small investor what shouid he safe invest-
ments, the small investor heing the man who
in this country is encouraged to 1hrift hy the
““magnificent’’ interest offered to him by
the savings bank, & miserable 2 per cent!
The man who invests in an investment
trust is sure at any vate of market price
for his money, and knows that meantime
his money is invested by people—of whose
integrity he is assmred—in what are con-
sidered safe investments.
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Reference has been made to the question
of the evidence taken by the select com-
mittee, and to the undesirablencss of includ-
ing in the Bill a provision that the evidence
shall be taken into consideration. The
most important part of the evidence, so
far as the judge is concerned, would be
the evidence given by Mr. Barker himself,
and in that the judge would find full justi-
fieation for giving favourable considera-
tion to the request of the petitioners.
Under the Companies Aecet there is
provision for winding-up a company.
A company may be wound up when
the court is of opinion that in justice and
equity the company ought to be wound up.
Further conditions are sct out governing
the application which may be made to the
court for the winding-up of a company.
However, the conditions do net provide
for the position in which these people who
hold selective securities find themselves.

Hon. J. Cornell: Could not they put up
their own case to the Court?

Hon. H. SEDDON: No, not under the
Act, because it contains no provision that
will enable the certificate-holders to make
the necessary application. All they can do
is to see their woney frittered away. They
are even compelled by their contract to go
on paying further money and see that dealt
with in the same way as their other pay-
ments have been. They will know that it is
being utilised by the company for the pay-
ment of working expenses. I am en-
deavouring to prove that in ordinary jus-
tice, these people should be given an oppor-
funity to go to the court with an applica-
fion that will accord them some protection.
Reference has been made to the position of
the Government, and I claim it cannot es-
eape its responsibility for the existing state
of affairs. Year after yoar references have
been made in this Chamber not only to the
necessity of amending the Companies Act,
but to remodelling that 45-year old piecs
of legislation so that it may conform more
to the requirements of modern conditions.
We have urged that proper safeguards
shall be provided for those administering
the company law. The object was to pro-
tect the public from victimisation. Modern
commereial conditions are exceedingly eom-
plex and it becomes necessary to deal with
elever people who have made an intensive
study of what is within, and without, the
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Jaw. That the public should be protected,
a special branch of the police department is
essential, one that will be competent fo in-
vostigate affairs of companies such as that
with which we are dealing. That is neces-
sary in order to secure some measure of
protection for the general public. As early
as the 22nd August of this year I asked
the Chief Secrctary the following ques-
tions :—

I, Will the Minister Jay on the Table a list
of companies operating in Western Australia
purporting te be investment trusts?

2, What supervision, if any, is earried out
in connection with these trusts?

3, Does the Government intend to intro-
duce at an early date, legislation under the
Companies Act to provide for the control of
this important branch of investment?

The Honorary Minister, replving for the
Chicf Secretary, said—

1, No, as to do so would necessitite an ox-
amination of the articles of association in
respect to every registered company. TIn-
formation as regards any company is avail-
able on search at the office of the Registrar
of Companies, Supreme Court.

2, Bupervision is provided for by Sections
56 and 61 of the Companies Act, 56 Vie,
No. 8.

3, The introduction of any legislation such
as is implied in this question might have the
cffect of interfering with the sharcholders’
control of the management and the invest-
ments of any company.

I claim that responsibility was laid upon
the Government to take the necessary action
and had it carried ount its duty and admin-
istered the Companies Aect, there would
not now be the necessity for the introdue-
tion of the present Bill, which I suppori.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North—in reply)
[4.0]: There is no necessity to say much in
reply to the debate. We have heard some
criticism of the select commitice. For my
part if I were brought to the bar of jus-
tice I do not think I could conscientiously
seleet five men to deal with my case, who
would be calenlated to be more satisfactory,
than the members of the select committee.

Hon. A. Thomson: Youn could not have
a better jory.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Cornell broke
ont in a fit of what he ealls “horse, foot
and artillery.” He gave us little enough to
reply to, but during the eourse of his re-
marks he blamed the Government. I do not
blame the Government in this maiter, but
I would blame Parliament if it did not un-

[COUNCIL.]

dertake the task now submitted to it. I am
concerned about the scoundrelism that has
been going on in our midst. Mr. Barker's
name has been introduced into the debaie.
I do not know him, and would not recog-
pise him if T saw him. Someone said I had
heard him over the air. I have not done
50. My radio refuses to pick up such broad-
casts. T do not know Mr. Barker, and, from
what I have read in the report of the select
committee, I do not wish to know him. All
the Bill seeks to do is to provide for the
poor wretched 716 individuals, some of
whom have little more than the £50 they
have invested, the right to go to the court.
as though they were in the position of share-
holders or ereditors. We have had the con-
trasting attitudes adopted by Mr. Heenan
and Mr. Cornell during the debate. Mr.
Heenan, when speaking last night, referred
to the position regarding ordinary bills of
ale and assured members that they must
protect people from themselves, Now, when
it is A matter involving £50,000, Mr. Heenan
says the people concerned shounld be left to
protect themselves. I do not know Litch-
fields, nor do T know Mr. Barker. All I
am aware of iz that there is £26,000—
£14,000 from the shareholders and £12,000
from the selective security certificate-
holders—that has to be dealt with.

Hon, G. B. Wood: Some of the money
has been invested.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES : The object of the
Bill is to proteet the funds of people to
whom misrepresentation has heen made. The
Bill is introduced to enable them to save
portion of their money. Mr. Cornell men-
tioned the reference to the evidence tendered
to the select committee. The judge will pay
as much attention to that as he deems neces-
sary. IF essential, T presume he will call
additional evidence. We need not quarrel
about that. The person who is interested
to the extent of £50 or more will not desire
to shoulder the expenses of engaging coun-
sel to approach the court. I presume that
the certificate-holders will want the oppor-
tunity to go to the judge and say, “Here is
the evidence. If you want any more, it will
he obtained.’”” We shall exclude our legal
friends, who are always ready to get what
thay can out of eoneerns of this deserip-
tion.

Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair;
J. J. Holmes in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Certificate holder to be deemed
a creditor and may present petition:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T have reccived a
message from another place asking me to
secure an amendment in order to simplify
matters. I move—

That in line 4 the words ‘‘one hundred’’
be struck out and the word ‘‘fifty’’ inserted
in lieu.

Hon. J, CORNELL: Is the object of the
amendment to bring in more petitioners?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Yes.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
amended, agreed to.

Clause 4—Evidence to be admitted by the
court :

Hon. J. CORNELL: The more I study
this clause, the less I like it. I understand
the ohject is to give more selective security
certificate holders a chance to petition for
the winding-up of Lifchfields. With that I
agree. I totally disagree with the provision
that the report of the evidence taken before
the select commitiee should be admitted as
evidence on the hearing of an application
for the winding-up of the company. In my
opinion, we should not give instructions to
our judiciary in this way. In any case, I
think our judges would not take the slightest
notiee of this provision. T hope the Com-
mittee will object to it.

Hon, J. M. DREW: I agree with Mr.
Cornell. The ¢lause reads “the Court shall”
admil the evidence. Those responsible for
the provision are in my opinion guilty of
public and legal contempt.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: T do not favour
the elause. Mueh may be contained in the
transeript of the evidence taken before the
select commitfee that is veally not evidence
in ITaw. T could not imagine a judge, on a
petition being presented to the court, wading
through 950 pages of evidence to find the
essential parts. It is the duty of counsel to
rive {he salient points and call relevant evi-
denee, thus shortening the proceedings. 1
shall certainly oppose the clanse.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I personally agree with
the remarks of the two previous speakers,
but desperate circumstances require des-
perate methods. Tt does seem to me that
some attempt is being made to profect a
common thief.

Hon.
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Hon. J. Cornell: He is entitled to a fair
trial,

Hon. L. CRAIG: And he will get it. The
select committee did a very good job. If
the evidence given to it can be used on a
petition to the court, then let it be used.
Paor people are concerned in this matter and
much expense may be involved. Time is the
essence of the contract. In this ease we are
dealing with a man—I presume this would
be libel if I said it outside—who is a ciever
crook and a low-down common thief, I
shall support the elause.

Hon. G. B. W0OOD: I hope the House will
not reject this elawse. It is fair to both sides.
If the judge is not satisfied with the evidence
given to the select committee, he can call
further evidence. The main objeet of the
clause is to protect poor people who are
sharcholders of the eompany.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Let us be fair,
Before using cxpressions such as have been
used by one hon. member we should await
the decision of a couri competent to decide
whether the man is a eriminal or otherwise.
We should endeavour to deal with the subject
dispassionately. As regards submitting this
evdenee I think it will be admitted that it
i« contrary to the elementary prineiples of
Justice administered in gur courts for many
centuries. This evidence is hearsay. It will
he a pity if the time comes when a man has
noft an opportunity to ecross-examine wit-
nesses and to ensure that only evidence con-
forming to the rules of evidence is admitted.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. membher
aware whelher the witnesses were sworn?

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: I think that is
beside the question,

Hon, H. 5. W. Parker: I am informed
they were sworn.

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: The hon. member
should not say that the evidence given hefore
the select committee was hearsay. The
amendment is mandatory and T suggest to
Ar. Holmes that the word “shall” be struck
out and the word “may” substituted.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The desire is to in-
duce the conrt to investigate the findings of
the select committee and the evidence on
which those findings were made. If we sub-
stifute 1he word “may” for “shalt’ we might
obtain our objective. I move an amend-
menf—

That the word ‘“shall’? in line 8 he struck
out and the word ‘*may’’ inserted in lieu.
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Hon. J. J, HOLMES: I have no objec-
tion to the amenament.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: To substitute
“raay” for “shall” will have little cffect. 1
feel certain that if the judge has the option
he will say, “I am not going to wade through
960 pages of evidence to deeills whether the
select committee was right or wrong. You
present your case in the proper way and tell
me what cvidence you want me to proceed
on.”

Amendment puf and passed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T again appeal to
the committee to strike out this clause. T
am not a lawyer, but I think I have a little
commonsense. FEven if the clause were not
in the Bill, whoever presented the case wovld
be within his rights in asking the presiding
judge to take eognisance of and to be guided
by the findings of the select committee. That
is a commonsense view. As the clause has
been amended, it will be optional for the
judge to take such cognisance. This is an
innovation. Later on we may have another
select committee and the argument will b
used that an Act of Parliament was passad
to provide that the findings of a previous
svlect commiltee should be regarded as evi-
dence if the judge hearing the case thought
fit. Without the clause a judge would have
that power. On the question of oaths, there
are some men I would not believe if they
swore an oath on all the Bibles in the world
and there are others whose word I would
believe if they did not swear on any Bible
at all.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I hope the Com-
mittee will pass the elause as amended. If
it does no good, at Ieast it will do no harm.
I was surprised at the eoncluding remarks
of My. Cornell with reference to people on
oath appearing before the select committee,
especially in view of the fact that he ap-
pears fop me to be supporting one of the
biggest scoundrels—

Hon. J. Cornel!: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman. I absolutely refuse to permit
Mr. Holmes to read into something T said—

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: It is early in the
morning.

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon. member is
reading into my words something I did not
say. I said that I knew men whose word I
would not take if they swore on all the
Bibles in the world, while the word of others
T would aceept without any oath. I repudi-
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ate Mr. Holmes's statement that I am de-
fending a scoundrel. I first make sure of
my scoundrel before I call him one,

The CHATRMAN: I take it that Mr.
Holmes did not impuie anything to Mr.,
Cornell.

IHon. J. J. HOLMES: No, but the hon.
member is criticising the commitiee and snp-
porting & person who T consider is a
seonndrel. Therefore I bave nothing to
withdraw.

Hon. J. Cornell: I want Mr. Holmes to
retract. When the Saviour was brought be-
fore Pilate, he asked, “What has this man
done?”

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hon. C. F. Baxter: On a point of order,
what is before the Commitiee?

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
Clause 4, as amended, be agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and a division
taken with the foliowing result:—

Ayes .. .- e ea.. 19
Noes .. .. .. .. 6
Majority for .- .. 13
AYES,
Hon. E. H, Angelo Hop, J. J. Holmes
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. W. J. Maun
Hon, L, Cralg Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon. J, A, Dimmitt Hon, H, V, Plesse
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. H. Sedden
Hon. E, H, Gray Hon. A, Thomson
Hon. E. H, H. Hall Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon, W, R, Hall Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hnmersley { Teller,)
Noes.
Hon. J. Cornell Han. T. Moare
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. H. 8. W, Parker
Hon. G. Frager Hon. E, M. Heenan
(Teller.)

Clause, as amended, thus passed.

Clause 5—Applieation of prineipal Act
to this Aect:

Hon. J, J. HOLMES ; This clanse should
be deleted. It really amounts to a direc-
tion, and the matter is one that should he
left entirely to the diseretion of the judge.

Clanse put and negatived.

Title:

The CHATRMAN: I draw the attention
of Mr. Holmes to the fact that some words
included in the Title seem to be nnneces-
sary, and require to be struck out. Clause
3, which defines certain property, has been
deleted. I suggest that the words “to de-
fine what property shall be ineluded in the
assets of the ecompany for the purposes of
the winding-up” be strnck out.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
ment—

That the words *‘to defire what property
shall be incieded in the assets of the com-
pany for the purposes of the winding up'’
be struck out. i

Amendment put and passed; the Title, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and an
amendment to the Title, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Aazsembly's Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that the Conncil’s amendment
to substitute the word “twenty” for the word
“ten” had been modified by the substitution
of the wovds “twelve and a half”” for the
word “twenty” and that the Bill as so
amended by the Assembly was now presented
to the Council for its concurrence.

On motion by the Chief Secrctary, mes-
sage considered in Cowuniitee forthwith,

1n Commitiee.

Hon. J. Coraell in the Chair;
Becretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: It is necessary to go
back on the proceedings that have occurred
with regard to this Bill.  Originally the
Council requested the Assembly to make an
amendment to Subclause (3) in the second
part of the Schedule by siriking out “ten”
and inserting “twenty.” Progress was then
reported, and a message sent to another
place requesting it to make the amendment.
This the Assembly declined to do. A mes-
sage was refurned to the Councii, which de-
cided to press its request. The Assembly
replied with a further message that it still
declined to make the suggested amendment.
The Couneil returned the Bill with a mes-
sage that it continned to press its requested
amendment. So far as the Council is con-
cerned that ended the Bill. It was then
with the As=embly, and we are not aware of
what happened there. The amendment re-
quested by the Couneil is as follows:—

the Chief
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The Schedule—sccond part:—Delete the
word ‘‘ten’’ in the third line of Clauge (3)
on page 3 and substitute the word ‘‘twenty.’’
Am I to understand that this is & further
message from the Assembly to the effect
that it sfill declines to make the requested
amendment, bot suggests as an alternative
amendment that the figure be “twelve and a-
balf” in lieu of “ten.” Is that the position?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T think the
message speaks for itself.

The CHATRMAN : It does for me.

The CHIEPF SECRETARY : The Bill was
sent hack by the Legislative Assembly to
this Liouse, It has been again considered
by the Assembly, and the Assembly, after
full consideration, has amended the Bill
in the form in which it reaches this Cham-
ber. The Chairman of course understands
that the matler has heen further con-
sidered by the Assembly, and that the
Assembly has concurred. It appears to me
that my duty now is to move that the
amendment he agreed to. 1 am anxious to
move that the amendment made by the
Assembly be agreed to hy the Couneil
Perhaps von, Sir, will snggest the way in
whigh the matter should be dealt with.

The CHATRMAN: I suggest you move
that **ten’’ be struck out and ‘‘twelve and
one-half’? inseried in licu.

The CHIET SECRETARY: Very well,
I move—

That the word “‘ten’™ he struck out of the
Council’s requested amendment and the words
‘ftwelve and one-half’’ inserted in lieu.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
nmendment on the Council’s amendment
agreed to.

Schedule, as amended. agreed lo.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with a Farther amendment,
and the report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX,
Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it bad amended the Bill
and that the Bill so amended was now pre-
sented to the Conneil for its concurrence.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, mes-
sage considered in Committee forthwith,
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In Commitiee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The cireumstances in
the case of this Bill are exactly the same
as those in the ease of the previous Bill.
I understand that what is desired is the
following :—

1. In column 1 of the scecond part of the
Schedule strike out the words and figures ‘‘ig
not less than £260 but less than £388°" where
they occur in column (a) and the word
‘‘fourpence’’ where it oceurs opposite such
words in column (b), and insert the follow-
Ing:—

g (1} *‘Is not less than £260 but less than

£209" in column (a), and opposite such

words in column (b) the word “‘four-
pence.”’

(2) ““Is not less than £299 but less than
£338"’ in column (a), and opposite such
words in column (b) the word ‘‘five-
pence.”’

2. In column 1 of the third part of the
Schedule strike out the words and figures ‘‘is
not less than £5 but less than £6 10s.7’ where
they occur in column (a), and the word
‘‘fourpenee’’ where it occurs opposite such
words in column (b), and insert in lien the
following :—

(1) **Ts not less than £5 but lcss than
£5 158.°7 in column (a), and opposite such
words in eolumn (b) the word ‘‘four-
penee.’?

(2) *‘Is not less than £5 355 Dbut less
than £6 10s.'? in column (a), and opposite
such words in eolumn (b} the word ““five-
penee.’’

On motion by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendments inade by the Assem-
bly were agreed to.

Bill reported with amendwcents, and the
report adopted.
Third Beading.
Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

First Reading.

Reecived from the Assembly and, on
motion by Hon. J. M. Drew, read a first
time,

Second Reading.

HON. J. M. DREW ({(Central) [54] in
moving the second reading said: I regret
very much that the Bill is before members
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at such 2 late stage of the session. The faunlt
is meither mine nor that of the sponsor of
the measure in another place. I{ is due to
the fact that a Jarge number of private Bills
were dealt with and this measuve had to
take its place on the notice paper and be
dealt with in tarn. The Bill amends the
Road Distriets Act to give road boards effeci-
ive powers to contro] hawking. As drawn,
it was strietly in aecordance with the amend-
ment that was defeated in this Chamber last
year, hut it has been amended in another
place in such a manner as will meet the
wishes of those who raised objections at
that time.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: We have not had a
chance to find that out.

Hon. J. M. DREW : The machinery parts
of the measure werc amended, and provision
made by which goods appertaining to every
industry could be sold, as I shall explain
later. The Bill introduced by me last session
was taken in hand in another place by the
member for Murchison in order to meet the
wishes of a conference of local authorities
on the Murchison—seven in number—who
had passed unanimously a resolution urging
sufficient powers to enable hawking to be
effectively regulated by the road boards in
that district and, of course, in the whole of
the State. It was decided to copy the pro-
visions in the Municipal Corporations Act,
whielt was hefore Parliament in the previous
year; and as those provisions had been
drafted by the Crown [Law authorities, it
was eoncluded that they would achieve the
object intended. However, when the measure
reached the second reading stage in another
place, grave defects in the Bill were dis-
covered. Tt was found by the sponsor of the
Bill in that Chamber and wmyself that not
only wounld it fail to check the evils asso-
ciated with hawking, buf would actually in-
tensify those evils. We decided that the
measure should be amended in this Chamber.
When introducing the Bill to members, T
explained the amendment and the Bill passed
the second reading and went through the
Committee stage withont amendment, except
an awmendment noved by me to remedy de-
fects in the Bill. The third reading was
fixed for the next sitting of the House. At
that sitting Mr. Nicholson moved for a re-
committal of the Bill. His proposed amend-
ments had not been placed on the notice
paper. That was on the Friday. 1 moved
the adjournment to the next sitting, which
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wus on the Tuesday, thus giving time to Mr.
Nicholson to prepare his amendments and
place them on the notice paper. I thought
he would do se, hut he did not. A typed
copy of his proposed amendments was
Maced in my hands ten minutes before the
House met, and every other member was
placed in a similar position. The amend-
ments proposed by Mr. Nicholson took the
Bill back lo the stage when I had diseovered
that the measure was of no use at all; it
would in fact have legalised hawking. T am
endeavouring to explain why my Bill, with
the amendments I made, was defeated in this
Chamber. The hon, member was assisted by
the Perth Chamnber of Commerce, which pub-
lished a statement alleging that my Bill was
dangerous, but snying that in its original form
it would be aeceptable. The main ohjection
of the Perth Chamber of Commerce was that
a commerecial traveller for a wholesale house
would be prevented from travelling the
eountry unless he held a hawker's license.
That Chamber was evidently unaware that
under my amendment bona fide travellers
were exempted, provided they dealt with
trading houses and dealers. The old Act,
whieh is still in force, makes that distinetion.

The Bill, as now amended in the Assem-
bly, will remove all possible objections which
rhose persons engaged in the pastoral
industry, or in the agrieultural industry,
or in any indostry whatever, can have
against the measure. T could quote from
the old Aect, if necessary, hut I do not
wish to delay the passage of the Bill,
There would be no necessity to include
commercial  travellers in  this Bill if
sufficient protection was provided for farm-
ers. Commereial travellers are dealt with.

Hon. J. Nicholson: In the present Bill?

Hon. J. M. DREW: Yes. I will read the
definition in the old Aet, which has stoed the
test of time—

The following are exempted:—Commereial
travellers or other persons selling o seeking
ordera for goods, wares or merehandise to or
from persons who are dealers therein, or sell-
ing or seeking orders for books or newspapers.

“Hawker” is defined in the Bill as follows:—

Subject as hereinafter provided, for the
purposes of this paragraph the term ‘"hawk.
er’’ means any person who travels and trades
and goes from place to place or to other
men'’s houses or places of business, soliciting
orders for or carrying to sell or exposing for
sale any goods, wares ovr merchandise to any
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persen who does not in the ordinary course
nf business buy and sell the same.

That is in line with the old Aect.

Hon. .. B. Bolton:
the old Act?

Hon. J. M. DREW:
bring it up to date.
provisions in if.
ing:—

The term ‘‘hawker’ means any hawker,
peitlur, or other person who, with or without
any horse or other beast bhearing or drawing
burden, travels and trades and goes from
town to town or to other men’s houses,
carrying to scll or exposing for sale any
goods, wares, or merchandise.

Why interfere with

My desire is to
There are ridieulous
For instance, the follow-

I desire to give the farmer protection which
he has not got under the old Act. Owing to
the confusion ecaused hy Mr. Nicholson
springing his amendment, and hy the denun-
ciation of the Perth Chamber of Commoree,
and by some members who said that mer-
chants or someone sending machinery parts
to the country, or delivering or selling pet-
rol to eertain people, wonld come under the
Bill and be eclassed as hawkers, that ohjec-
tion has heen removed by an amendment
moved by a member of the Country Poarty
in another place. The definition of
“hawker” in the Munieipal Corporations
Act was agreed to by this House last ses-
sion. That pleased the Chamber of Com-
meree immensely, but it did not meet with
the approval of the Perth City Council. The
wording was identieal with that in the Bill
I introduced last vear. Members may be
interosted to hear what the Perth City
Council had to say sbout the provisions in-
serted in the Municipal Corporations Act
by this House at the end of last year. The
following appeared in the “West Austra-
lian” of the 24th July, 1939:—

Hawking of Goods.
Amending Aet Disapproved.

Last year’s amendment of the Munieipal
Corporations Act, under which no person isg
deemed to be hawking poods if he possesses
a shop or place of business in any parf of
the State, does not meet with the approval
of the Perth City Council. At a mecting of
the Loecal Government Association at South
Perth on Friday night a Jotter received from
the Chief Health Tnspector of the Perth City
Council (Mr, F. Higgs) stated that under the
amendment 90 per cent. of the persons who
have previously been required to take out
hawker’s lieenses were now absolved from
doing so.



2632

Before the introduction of the amendment,
said Mr. Higgs, certain parts of the City of
Perth, more partienlarly the city centre, were
gazetted as zones in which no hawking of
any kind was permitted. This restriction
had now lapsed if the person hawking goods
bhad any kind of shop or place of business

anywherc in the State. Practically ali
hawkers had, or could soon secure, such
premises. It was believed that those respon-

sible for the amendment desired to make the
eonditions of hawking move stringent, but
the opposite had happened, and, as the amend-
ment did anot meet with the approval of the
Perth City Couneil, the matter was sent to
the association for consideration.

At the suggestion of the Mayor of Midland

Junction (Mr. F. W. Tuochy), the mecting
decided to recfer the matter to the loeal
authoritics who arec members of the associa-
tion for consideration.
The Perth City Council which is deeply in-
terested in the matter, represents hundreds
of retailers who are entitled fo some con-
sideration. It is alarmed becanse on ae-
count of the provision in the Act to which
I have referred, hawking is practically
legalised in the metropolitan area. The
Council states that Y0 per cent. of the
hawkers are not subject to the obligation
to secure a hawker’s license. As I stated
last year, my action in sponsoring this
legislation was a result of a motion passed
by seven local authorities. This year five
of those authorities again met and passed
a similar resolution in consequence of
which action was taken in another place
by Mr. Marshall and is now being taken
here by me.

1 vistted the Murchison area and was
informed by the representatives of the
loeal authoritics concerned that the situa-
tion with regard to hawkers was more
alarming than previously and the neccssity
for ureent legislation was emphasised.
These so-called hawkers are travelling
through the mining distriets.  They ap-
pear at towns on pay days and sell goods,
someg of which are suspected to have been
stolen. At Geraldton there was a good
deal of complaint from business people

about the hawkers, The mayor and
town elerk discussed the matter with
me a  few months ago and partienlarly

dealt with the provision relating to hawk-
ers that the council agreed to insert
in the Municipal Corporations Act last
year. That was hefore the Perth Council
had related its experience. T told the mayor
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that the amendment was worse than use-
less because it practically legalised hawk-
ing in the districts of Municipal Corpora-
tions. In June of this year the Geraldton
‘‘Guardian’’ published a leading article
dealing with the matter from every angle
and with the disabilities suffered by traders
in consequence of the activitics of these
pedlars. The Irwin ‘‘Index’’ also had an
article on the subject. Everywhere I have
travelled there is a feeling that Parlia-
ment shounld do something to vest road
beards with the necessary anthority to
deal effectively with the sitmation., The
principles of the Bill are identical with the
amendment I made to my Bill last year
except that an amendment moved by a mem-
ber of the Country Party in another place
has been included. That amendment consists
of only two words but they make a great
difference,

Hon. J. Nicholson: \What are the words?

Hon. J. M. DREW: The words ave ‘‘or
use’’ and they appear in the definition of
“‘hawker.”” The paragraph referred to
will thus read as follows:—

Subjeet as hereinafter provided for the
purposes of thig paragraph the term ‘‘hawk-
er’’ means any person who travels and grades
and goes from place to plaee or to other
men’s houscs or places of busincss soliciting
orders from or carrying to sell or exposing
for sale any goods, wares or merchandise te
any person who does not in the ordinary
course of business buy and scll or use the same.
A person selling machinery parts to a
farmer will not be a hawker under the
Act. Thaf applies also to a person szell-
ing machinery used for pasteral purposes.
A mnote I have from Mr. Marshall states,
**This will allow mcrehants te distribute
o1l and other goods to farmers, gold mines
and other eonsumers if those goods are
used by them in the course of their busi-
ness.”  That is clear enongh; there will
not be any cbjection to that, Every indus-
try counld avail itself of this provision.
People taking goods and selling them to
those that would use the goods in their
husiress would not be hawkers under this
provision.

Commercial travellers will be exempt as
before so long as they seek orders from
traders. That is the position under the
nld Aect which is still law. Tt should not
he neecessary for me to say more. The road
boards will make regnlations under the mea-
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sure and those regulations will have to run
the gauntlet of Parliament. Members of
road boards are men of common sense and
are not likely to do anything against Llhe
interests of their districts. I think they ean
be trusted and should be frusted, and T hope
the Bill on this accasion will be passed. 1
move—
That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

HON. H, 8. W. PAREER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.26]: I opposed a similar mea-
sure on Lhe previous oceasion beeause I did
not think that an amendment to the Road
Distriets Aet wns sufficient to eover what
was desived. T think an amendment should
be made fo the Hawkers and Pedlars Adct,
rather than aftempting to deo things in
piecemeal fashion by permitting road boards
to make regulations. I do not propose to
repeat the arguments I advanced last year,
but simply say that I cannot see my way
clear to support the sccond reading. After
sitting all night, it is very difficult to follow
the wording of the Bill

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[5.27]: Tor the sake of Mr. Drew who
fought so hard for a similar measure last
session, I regret that I must oppose the Bill.
It is most unfair that this House should be
asked, within an hour or two of closing,
to consider legislation that last session was
found to be so contentions.

Hon. K. H. Angelo: We have all the day
before us.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I do not mind go.
ing on. Within the last few days I have
been asked by some of the leading mer-
chants to oppose the Bill, and I have not
had an opportunity te asecertain whether it
is satisfactory to the people I represent.

Hon. J. M. Drew: Who are they?

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: The oil firms.
Until last Tnesday the oil companies were
most dissatizfied with this amendment und
asked me to exert every effort lo have it de-
feated.

Hon. J. M. Drew: Have they seen a copy
of the Bill?

Hon. 1. B. BOLTON: Yes: This measure
was read a first time in another place on the
3rd October. The manager of one firm
pointed out that under this Bill he weuld
have to register his travellers in every road
district they visited, and would have to pav
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whatever fees the road boards demanded-
It is wrong to diseuss a measure of this kind
at this stage of the session.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.293:
I hope the House will agree to the Bill on
this occasion. The provision has been dis-
cussed previously and Mr. Drew has ex-
plained it felly. All that the Bill will do
will be to empower loeal authorities to make
by-laws to regulate and control hawking in
their districts should they so desire, and
thoge hy-laws will have to be submitted to
both Fouses of Parliament. Qnutside of muni-
cipalities hawking is definitely prohibited
under the Hawkers and Podlars Act, unless
persons are hawking goods of their own
manufacture. Mr. Parker considered that
an amendment of the Hawkers and Pedlars
Act would be sufficient. That is not so. We
want an amendment of the Road Districts
Acl, as is provided by this Bill. Mr. Bolton
was not correct in saying that under this
measure every traveller will need n license
in each road district. That is not so. Many
road boards will not make by-laws under the
Act beeause there will be no need for them
to do so. Only those road boards will make
by-laws that find in their distriets unfair
competition from hawkers who arrive from
all over the countrv. Members may rest
assured that the road boards will not make
by-laws likely to interfere with the smooth-
ronning of their distriets. No road board
would exist long if it did anything against
the best interests of the ratepayers.

In some districts hawking has reached
such a pass that vnless something is done,
business people will experience difficulty in
carrying on. Hawkers arrive in the towns
on pay day, get all the cash they can for
their goods and then clear out. This con-
stitutes unfair competition becanse the
people who ocenpy shops have to pay wages,
rates and taxes and earry on all the year
round. They should reccive consideration as
against the people who merely ‘stay in the
town for a few hours. Many people are
arriving in the State and finding difficulty in
getting work, and it would be competent
for them to buy a truck or an old car and
engage in hawking. This would mean com-
peting against the railway and transport
services. The suggestion has also been made
that the present condition of affairs might
facilitate the disposal of stolen ¢nods. There
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should be no need to.disenss the Bill at
length. The people Mr. Bolton represents
have nothing to fear. To say that the
travellers are to be required to obtain lic-
enses is wrong. Commereial travellers will
not be affected,

Many road boards welcome the hawkers
becanse their distriets are not provided with
shops. Sneh boards will have a free hand.
As T have pointed out, when by-laws are
framed, they will have to he tabled in Par-
liament and so all possible safeguards have
been provided. I hope the Bill will be
passed in order to give the road hoards an
opportunity to deal with hawkers. Only last
week two sets of hy-laws were tabled deal-
ing with hawking in the Bridgetown and
Dundas districts, and unless this Bill is
passed, I am afraid those by-laws will not
he worth the paper they are writfen on. To
me it seems strange that by-laws should be
passed by the Government and tabled in the
House when really they have no legislative
backing. The road hoards should be given
this power. They carry on responsible work
from year to year, and are worthy of trust,
at the hands of Parliament in the matter of
this legislation.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [5.35]:
I should like Mr. Drew, when replying to
the debate, to give me a little more informa-
tion. What would be the position of a firm
employing a number of travellers operating
in the city and some of the suburbs? Would
they need a license in Perth, another in the
Perth Road Distriet and another in
Subiaco?

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yes.

Hon. E, H. ANGELO: Surely some ar-
rangement could be made for one license to
cover the lot!

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East} [5.36]:
I support the Bill. T think it only right
that the road hoards should have jurisdic-
tion over hawkers in their own distriets.
The road hoards throughout Western Aus-
tralia are quite competent to frame by-laws
to govern hawkers whore they are very pre-
valent. T know quite a lot of decent men en-
gaged in hawking, and many of the boards
will not be affceted by this measure. I do
not think the XKalgoorlie road district will
be affeeted bherause there are very few
hawkers in Kalgoorlie who will come under
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this measare. In the North-East Provinee,
however, hawkers are very prevalent and
the boards desire power to contrel them.
{£ the power is vested in the boards, they
will frame hy-laws which will nced the
approval of Parliament. The boards are
quite competent to undertake this responsi-
Lility, and T do not think any harm can
follow the passing of the Bill. I should not
like to feel that the passing of the measure
would result in men bring thrown out of
work, and I do not think it will have that
cffect because, as Mr. Drew has explained, it
will not apply to the travellers of oil com-
panics and suchlike firms.

Hon., H. Tuckey: It will not affect them.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Yes, it will,

Hon. W, R. HALL: T support the Bill
and hope the second reading will he passed.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Mectropolitan)
(5.38]: 1 veeall the Bill introdnced by Mr.
Drew last year dealing with this matter.
He has informed us that the measure now
under consideration will aceomplish what
was desired on the last oeeasion and that
travellers for firms engaged in selling pet-
rol, machinery and other articles required
by farmers will be exempted. Mr. Drew
has explained the effeet of inserting the
words “or use,” but I would direct aftention
to the fact that the insertion of the words
would not atfain the objeet he has in view.
Paragraph (h) hegins—

Subject as hereinafter provided, for the
purposes of this paragraph the term ‘‘hawk.
er’’ means any person who travels and trades
and goes from place to plaece or to other
men’s houses or places of business, soliciting
orders from on carrying to scll or exposing for
sale any goods, wares or merchandise to any
person who does not in the ordinary course
of business huy and sell the same,
“Soliciting orders”: that is what the
machinery agent does. He goes to the farm,
The petrel nan does the same. And so do
others. They go to other men’s houses or
places of business soliciting orders from
or earrying to sell or exposing for sale any
goods, wares or merchandise to any person
who does not in the ordinary course of
business buy, sell or use the same. It is
the latter person who is connected up there
with using—not the vendor at all, not the
man who is travelling, but the person who
does not in the ordinary course of business
buy, sell or use the same. The effect of



[6 Deceuper, 1939.]

that, so far as I see, is that the machinery
merchant will suffer: his commercial travel-
lers will he bound to come under the law
it the Bill should beeome an Aet. The same
objections as were taken last year will apply
largelv to this Bill.

Mr. Angelo raised what, to my mind, is a
most important and vital question in addi-
tion. That is the matter of the licenses.
The Road Districts Aet, which the Bill pro-
poses to amend, provides that each road
distriet mny pass by-laws or regulations for
the regulation of hawking sand so on, re-
quiring licenses to be obtained by hawkers,
and imposing on hawkers and traders the
obligation to earry seales. TUlnder the law
as it pow exists. a large number of the road
hoards have passed regulations dealing with
these varvions matters; indeed, T think it
would he diffienlt to dizscover a road hoard
that has not passed among ifs regulations
some denling with hawking and fixing the
license fre. TFvery road district exercises
its powers and authoritics within its de-
fined houndavies: and the effect is, as Mr.
Angela has pointed out, that if a traveller—
and a traveller would he a hawker under
this definition—is selline his wares to a per-
son who daes not in the ordinary eowrse of
business huv. =ell or use the same, he will
come under the Act and will require to pay
a liconze fee to everv road distriet throngh
which he travels.

Hon. T. Tueckev: Naot
distriet has the hy-laws,

Mon. J. NTCHOLSON: T have already
stated that theve is hardly a road distriet
of any size or any importanee that has
not already passed hy-laws under the Act.

Hon. E. H. Anegela: My, Drew =aid there
were seven in his distriet.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Very well. Tet
me take the Perth district for example, the
metropolitan area. There we have the muni-
cipalities of Perth and Subiaco, and read
distriets  all roand abont. There are the
Perth Road Board and the Nedlands Road
Board and various other muniecipalities and
road boards.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Hawking is already
prohibited in those districts under the
Hawkers and Pedlars Aect,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The positien is
that this pieccmeal method of dealing with
hawkers is a wrong method entirely.

unless the road
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Hon. A. Themson: The Bill offers the
only chance of doing something. We had
a shot at it last year

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It was suggested
last year, and Mr. Parker has referred to
it again this ycar. The only method of
dealing with the matter effectively is to
bring in & new Act rclating to hawkers, so
that a license fee can he obtained and will
be a souree of revenue to the Government.
The Government then could issue a license
which would entitle the persen holding that
license to earry on hig particular calling
thronghout the State. That is what actu-
ally pertains in each of the other States,
and also in the Old Country. In the other
States the local authoritics do not eoncern
themselves with the licensing. The licensing
is done by a eentral authority in cach of
the States, and a person can apply for the
necessary license. OFf course, he must bave
some suitable refergnces and guarantees as
to his probity and various other things.
That is ¢learly the proper method of dealing
with the matter.

The Honorary Minister: There are 127
road distriets.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: For each road
district to cnact, as most of them have
already done, regulations preseribing license
fees will make it impossible for numerons
men fo carry on their ealling. 1 know many
people who are facing ruination beeause of
this. They are earning an honest livelihood
at the present time, and they will be quite
unahble to pay the various fees. Some road
distriets’ license fees ave as high as £10.
That is a way of prohibiting hawking—not
a way of licensing it. 1In the circumstances
I can only do what I did on the last ocra-
sion, and vote against the Rill.

Personal Explanation.

Hon. J. M. Drew: May T make a per-

gonal explanation? 1 find that this was
not formulated in another place, for
the reason ihat the Bill would have
had to he roprinted. At the request

of Mr. Boxl~, Mr. Marshall decided that
the amendment should he moved here, Tt
was on the notice paper of the Assembly
in Mr, Bovle's name.

HON, W. J MANN (South-West)
(3.50]: The amendment that Mr. Drew has
just referved to overcomes an objection that



2636

I had to a similar Bill that was introdunced
last year, and I propose to support the
measure now before the House. 1n endeav-
ouring to protect traders in some parts, we
must be carefnl that we do nothing that will
disadvantage people in the outback areas
that are well served by hawkers. As to the
objection to pay a license fec in a roud
district, if the district is well worth hawking
in, surcly the taking out of a license is
egually worth while. TFurther, T have been
informed that in some districts an element
of suspicion has arisen regarding some
hawkers. Coineident with their visits there
has been a disappearanee of property. If
that is a faet, then the sooner hawkers are
licensed in every disiriet, the sooner some
proteetion will be afforded the people.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—Waest) [5.52]: The House should
know exactly what it is doing if it passes
the Bill. If I werc to seaveh for arguments
against the measure, I conld point out that
a lot of stolen goods arc heing sold. The
real object of the measure is to put ont of
employment at least 150 men in this State.
Those men are of exemplary character and
no cause for suspicion ean he attributed to
their actions. We must face the faet that
a new svstem of selling goods is in opera-
tion. Furthermore, the passage of the Bill
will stifle loeal produetion. A firm in
Subiseo has instituted a direet selling ser-
viee, but the necessity to take out lieenses
in road distriets and munigipalities will
make their operations wellnigh impossible.
Furthermore, the power suggested is alfo-
gether too great to plaece in the hands of
local anthorities. The new system of selling
to which T have already alluded operates in
each of the States. During a visit to Mel-
bourne T had an opportunity to inspect
three faetories where goods of high quality
are manufactured. Plaimars and other firms
are turning out exeellent products, some of
which are exported. Tf the Bill he agreed
to, some of the men concerned will be de-
prived of work and others in Western Aus-
tralia will be equally affected.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And vou talk about
a trade drive!

The HONORARY MINISTER: Of
course we do. Members should remember
that MacRobertson started his business hy
making choeolates in a bathroom and then
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hnwking ihe goods from house to house.
That is how industries may have to start
in Western  Australia.  Already there are
firms 1hat will he adverscly affected if this
Jegislation ix agreed to. So long as mem-
hers know what they are doing, it is all
vight. With all due defercnce to Mr, Drew,
1 assure him that his Bill, if agreed to,
will mean unemployment for a large number
of men.

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East)
[5.55]: We have just heard from the Hon-
orary Minister that if the Bill is agreed to,
150 men will lose their employment.

The Honorary Minister: Perhaps more
than that number.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Why will the Bill
have that effeet? If these business firms in
the Eastern States are so anxious te assist
men to get work and are such charitable in-
stitutions, why cannot they be patriotic
enough to pay the liccnse fees to the loeal
authorities ?

Hon. J. Nicholson: And pay £10 for each
license!

cfon. A, THOMSON: Let us say that the
license fee is fixed at £10, as Mr, Nicholson
suggests. Let him consider how much the
average business man in a couniry town pays
for rent, rates and so on. He will realise
that the amount is mueh more than £10.

Hon. E. H, Angelo: And the other people
have their own premises.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Quite so. But I
want lo know of what assistance it is to
Western Australia or, say, to Katanning,
that a firm has premises in the Eastern
States. T consider the local authorities
shonld contrel hawking. We have heard
complaints of what goes on in the metro-
politan area. Hawkers go round and when
the housewife informs them that she does
not need anything they put their feet inside
the door and refuse to go away.

Hon. V. Hamersley: They are a curse.

Hon. A. THOMSON: They are certainly
a nuisance. They are most persistent even
though the lady of the house emphasises that
she does not want to buy anything. What
protection have the womenfolk in the coun-
try areas against treatment of that sort? As
to stolen property, I assure the House that
there is grave suspicion that goods stolen
from country districts are zold in the metro-
politan arca. That does not concern the men
to whom the Honorary Minister referred
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when opposing the measure. The statement
has been made that orchards have been
stripped and sheep have disappeared. It
is alleged that the fruit and the sheep
have been sold in the metropolitan area.
If a man is to participate in business
as a hawker, he should at least contribute
something tfowards the finances of the
local governing authority. Furthermore,
we must be assured that people who engage
in that work are of good character. Mem.-
bers should ask themselves how many men
in the road districts are being kept out of
work because of hawkers who eome from
the metropolitan avea.

The Honorary Minister: None at all.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Honorary
Minister cannot prove that statement. I do
not say one word against the men that M.
Drew wishes to protect.  But why should
not the firms carry some responsibility? I
belicve that the business entails most glar-
ing exploifation respecting the men who are
forced to seek employment from these firms.
Members of this Honse have heen asked to
guarantee men and to put up bonds for
them so that they ean participate in the
work., T have been approached by men who
are anxious te engage in operations in con-
necfion with these “charitable” institutions
that operate in the Bastern States.

Hon. G. Fraser: Like the insurance com-
panies, they require bonds.

HFon. A. THOMSON: I am not con-
sidering the position of insurance com-
panies now, but I know that the trading
concerns referred to by the Honorary Min-
ister have required canvassers to take out
bonds. We hear from time to time that the
desire is to prevent centralisation. We are
told we must decentralise. Now when il is
sugpested that local authorities shall be
given control over hawking in their distriets,
members are inclined to reject the proposal.
Mr. Nicholson has suggested that a general
hawking lieense shonld he issued and that
the holder should be allowed to operate in
any part of the Btate he desired. If that
were dope, we must remember that these
men pay no rates, taxes or even rent. Surely
that iz nnfair competition. I hope the Bill
will be agreed to. I commend Mr. Drew
for having reintroduced this proposed legis-
lation. It js not the fawlt of the Ilocal
authorities that the amendment has not been
made. The Government is responsible for
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not having dealt with the matter. Surely to
goodness, if we allow our local authorities
to license motor vehicles and issue
other licenses, they should be permitted to
license hawkers. We desire to proteet busi-
ness people from exploitation by persons of
straw.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East) [6.1]:
I did not intend to speak on this Bill
unti! I heard Mr, Gray’s remarks. Lately
I was desirous of engaging a traveller for
a ceriain business with which I was con-
neeted. I received GO applieations from
young men who had had experience in the
class of business to whiech Mr. Gray refer-
red, One of those young wmen told me—
and I know his statement is correct—that
he had been unable to earn a reasonable
wage al this work. He had to obtain a
guarantee; but before he started on his
travels the firm insisted on his paying 30s.
for samples whieh were to be given away.
That amount was deducted from his wages,
The firm advanced him £2 per week to live
on, but this was paid from the guarantor’s
money. Can anyone tell me that it is a
reasonable propesition for a young man to
go travelling on those conditions? They
are unfair to him and to the guwarantor,
whose moncy is applied in payment of the
samples which T have mentioned. If there
is any shortage at the finish, a guarantor
has o pay.

HON. G. YRASER (West) [6.3]: I op-
posed a similar measure 12 months ago
and during the intervening period and
during this debate I have heard nothing
to make me alter my decision. Like
My, Nicholson, I believe that if hawk-
ing is to be permitted, some central licens-
ing authorily should be established io
license hawkers. It is possible—I do not
say it is probable—that under the Bill
which Mr, Drew is attempting to place on
the statute-book £1,200 would have to be
paid in license fees in the road board
districts.

Members: Oh, no.

Hon. G. FRASER: I said it was pos-

sible. There are 127 road boards in the
State and each could charge a license
fee of £10.

Hon. H. Tuckey: You are entirely wrong.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
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Hon. G. FRASER: When I went (o
school, ten times 120 was 1200. Such a
state of affairs wonld become possible if
this Bill became law. Can anyone suggest
to me that that is equitable? If the inten-
tion is to preveni hawking, why not do se
in a proper manner? Another feature is
that one road board may charge a fee and
the adjoining voad hoard a higher fee.
Why not have wuniformity? I know a
number of men—I take off my hat to them
—who, having lost their employment dnr-
ing the depression, took on hawking for a
living, instead of applying to the Govern-
ment for smstenance. They made a good
living, too. I am not talking about Raw-
leighs or any other eompany, These men
launched out on their own aceount. What
they need is encouragement; this measure
wounld discourage them. Mauy companies
are carrying on business in this State with
their headquarters elsewhere, such as Raw-
leigh’s. They are providing employment
in this State and are supplying goods not
made here.

Hon. A. Thomson: But they could be
made here.

Hon. @. FRASER: They are not pro-
duced in the State. Those companies in
my opinion deserve encouragement. I am
sorry that a number of our local establish-
menfs are not undertaking the business
earried on by these Eastern States com-
panies. I can see nothing in the Bill that
would induce me to support it. On the
other hand I can see many objections to
it. The local governing hodies will not
derive much benefit from the measure. As
I said before, if the desire is to prevent
hawking, let it be done in a proper manner
and not by a Bill of this deseription. I
oppose the second reading.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.6]:
T support the Bill. T suggest to Mr. Drew
that he accept an amendment to paragraph
41 of Section 204 making the fee not more
than £10.

Hon. J. M. Drew: Is that the maximum?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. A proviso
should be included that a license issued hy
one district should suffice for every other
road district. That would overcome a diffi-
culty und would hring the measuve into line
with the Act under which motor license fees
are paid. A licensed hawker should be able
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t¢ wo from one road board distriet to
another road board distriet after having
paid one fee. We shonld get down to tin-
tacks. A motor license iz sufficient for any
disiriet of the State, because a motor car is
licensed on its engine capacity.

The PRESIDENT: Ordee. The details
of the Bill ean be discussed in Committee.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Bill is & detail
measure altogether, A hawker at Coolgardie
has very little distance to travel to get to the
Dundas disiriet or the Kalgoorlie distviet.
Has he to pay a separate license fee in each
of those districts?

Hon. A. Thomson: Not necessarily.

Flon. J. CORNELL: A mutual arrange-
nment would have to be made between the
boards. Onee a hawker is licensed he
should he able to hawk in any district he
chooses. '

HON. J. M. DREW (Central—in reply)
[6.9]: The arguments that have been ad-
vaneed against the Bill are the arguments
that we heard last year when we were told
that the amendments should not have been
made to the Road Districts Act but to the
Hawkers and Pedlars Act. If we attempt
to amend the Hawkers and Pedlars Aet Mr.
Nicholson, I have no denbt, would say that
the amendment should be made to the Road
Districts Act.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I would not say any-
thing of the sort.

Hon. J. Al. DREW : As far back as 1919,
Mr. Colebateh who was then Chief Secre-
tary, introduced an amendment in this
Chambher giving drastic powers to road
hoards with regard to hawkers, and those
amendments ineluded prohihition, which can
be exercised even today. The desire, how-
ever, is to vegulate hawking. Under the Bill
it will be possible to frame regulations—in
this case they are called by-laws and they
are equivalent to vegulations. The hy-laws
will have to he submitted to Parliament and
it will be within the province of any mem-
ber to move for their disallowance if they
should be unreasonable or too drastic. Tn
an event such as that I would join in sup-
porting a motion for disallowance. How-
ever, I do not for one moment expect that
any road bnard will frame hy-laws that will
call for action on the part of a membher of
Parliament. With regard to the license fee
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to which Mr. Cornell referred, the figure
mentioned in the Bill would be the maxi-
mum. I should like those members who are
opposed to the Bill to have some considera-
tion for storekeepers in eountry towns. In
aome inslances storekeepers have to pay a
rent amounting to £7 or £8 a week and in
addition they must comply with the award
rate of wages fixed by the Arbitration Court.
Are those people not entitled to protection
tfrom hawkers or pedlars? Mr. Gray appar-
ently has no consideration whatever for
them. Why should hawkers be permitted to
go to the vountry and to an extent deprive
storckeepers of their living? Storekeepers
we know give credit and often suffer loss
through bad debts, yet there is to be no
protection for them, that is, if Mr. Gray
has his way. T am sure that if he gave

the matter more consideration the hon.
member would modify his views. Mr
Angelo referred (o ecommercial {ravel-

lers. A ecommercial traveller would not
be a hawker in any sense. If the
amendment that should have been moved in
the Assembly is carried 1 this House, a
person who may go along to sell machinery
to those who require it will not be regarded
#s a bawker. If he should zo to a gardener
to sell gardeners’ tools, again he will not
be considered a hawker. Mr. Nicholson ex-
pressed the opinion that this legislation
should be administered by the police. The
police will have nothing to do with it;
guthority te control the position was trans-
ferred to municipalities and road boards in
1919, and, as previously stated, that was
done beeause the Commissioner of Poliee
and the Minister in charge considered that
the obligation of looking nfter hawkers and
pedlers was that of road boards and muni-
cipalities. Besides, the police are not in a
position to deal with this matter. 1 refer
members to the report of the Commissioner
of Police dated the 30th June last, in which
that officer said, “The present state of the
police feree is inadequate to meet reasen-
able demands; the force should be increased
by A0 men.” Tf the work of attending to
hawking and peddling were thrust on the
shoulders of the Commissioner of Poliee, he
wonld require, no! an additional 50 men, hut
150 men. In any case, why shonld we take
from the road boards a power that was
granted to them as far back as 20
years ago? Have they been guilty of mis-
conduet or anvthing of that kind? The posi-
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tion is that the road boards bave been ad-
ministering an Act that is not up to date
and the Bill will give them all the power
that they require. If the boards exceed the
powers set out in the legislation, Parlia-
ment will be able to deal with them by way,
as I have already said, of disallowing the
regulations or by-laws. So long as those
regulations or by-laws are jnst and reason-
able and in accordanee with the Act, I do
not think there will be any opposition from
members in this House or another place.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 18
Noes .. .. .. 9
Majority for 9
AYFS.

Hun. E. H, Angelo Hon, W. H. Kitsan

Hon, C, F. Baxler Hon, W, .J. Mann

Hon. 1. Cornell Hon. T. Maore

Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, H, V. Plesse

Haon, J. T. Franklin Hon. A, Thomson

Hon. E. H, H. Hall Hon, H, Tuckey

Hon. W. R. Hall Hon. C. H, Wittenoom

Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. G. B. Wood

Hon, E. M. Heenan Hon. G, W._ Miles

(Totler.}
NoOES,

Tan, 1., B. Belton Hoa. J. Nicholson

Hon. L. Cralg Hon. H. 5. W. Parker

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt Hon, H, Seddon

Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. G. Frarer

Hon_ ). T. Holmes ! {Feiter.)

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. J. M.
Drew in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 204
(41) of the principal Act:

Hen. J. NICHOLSON:
amendment—

That in Iine I of paragraph (b) after the
word ‘‘person’’ the words ‘“who has not a
shop or permanent place of business in Weat-
orn Anstralia and'’ be inserted.

I move an

Road boards require to econtrol hawkers
who may possibly be a2 menace in their dis-
triets and have no place of husiness of their
own.

Hon. J. M. DREW: This is a repetition
of Mr. Nicholson’s amendment of last

vear.

Hon. 1. Nicholson : Not at all.
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Hon. J. M. DREW : It would render null
and void the whole of the Bill, and that is
its objcet.

Amendment, |t and negatived.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 9 after the word ‘‘sell’’ the
words ‘“or use’’ be inserted.

Awmendment put and passed.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I move an amend-
ment—-

That in line 25 after the word ‘‘business’’
the words ‘‘within the road district’’ be
inserted.

The amendment is moved at the request of
the Katanning Road Board.

Hon. W. J. MANN: This amendment
would require cvery person concerned to
have a place of business in every road dis-
trict.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I hope the amend-
ment will not be agreed to.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 3, Title—agreed to,

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Eeading.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT.
AMENDMENT (No. 2),

Assembly’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Assembly now
considered.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair;
Cornell in charge of the Bill.
Clause 2—Delete.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
the Asscmbly’s

Hon. J.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN : The title will be eon-
sequentially amended by striking out the
words “twenty-three

Resolntion reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.
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BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Amendment.

Amendmenf made by the Assembly now
considered.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; Hon. G, B,
Wood in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Delete paragraphs (b) and
(c):

Hon. G, B. WO0OD: The effect of the
amendment is to restore the original consti-
tution of the board. I move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s
amendment agreed fo.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT (LITCH-
FIELDS LIQUIDATION) AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 6.42 te 7.5 am.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1.).

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read nofifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendment.

ADJOURNMENT—COMPLIMENTARY
REMARKS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon W.
H. Kitson—West) [7.8]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till a
date to be fixed by the President.

This concludes the business of the session.
On hehalf of hon. members, I now desire
to tender to you, Mr. President, our best
wishes for the approaching Christmas Sea-
son and New Year. T express the sentiment
of cvery member when T say that the manner
in which you have presided over our delibera-
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tions has contribmted Iargely to the main-
tenance of the spint of goodwill which pre-
vails in this Chamber. To the Chairman
of Committees and his deputies, the House
owes a debt of gratitude for their energetic
and painstaking work in connection with
the committee business. May I also be per-
mitted to thank the Clerk of Parliaments
il the Usher of the Black Rod for the
valuable services they have rendered to the
House. The “Hansard” staff has had a
busy time during the session, but its mem-
bers, too, have carried ount their duties wiih
characteristic effieiency.  The cheerful ser-
vice =0 freely given by other officers of the
staff also deserves our gratitude. Speaking
persenally, T have heen anxious to extend
every courfesy and consideration to mem-
bers, and 1 must say that T have appreciated
the manner in which that spirit has heen
reciprorated. Perhaps at times we have had
disagreements, but these have uever given
rise te any diffienlties.

Unhappily, on this oceasion we adjourn
in an atmosphere elouded with the un-
certainly of war. In common with every
member, T ean but hope that when we merl
again it will he under more propitious
anspices. Once again, T extend to members,
oflicers and staff my best wishes for happi-
ness and prosperity during the festive sea-
son and the ensuming vear.

HON. ¢, F. BAXTER (Fast) [7.12]: 1
am pleased 1o join with the Chief Seere-
tarv in his expression of appreciation of
the able manner in which vou, Mr. Presi-
dent, have presided over ws during this
session, which has now reached its end. You
have throughout our deliherations, in your
plea<ant way, assisted each ane of ns in our
duiies, as von have always done during vour
long orcupaney of vour high position. The
Chief Seeretary, Mr. Kitson, ns Leader of
the (tovernment in this House, has again
excelled himself in the way he has dis-
charged his duty. Hix ability is outstand-
ing and we are grateful for the unfailing
courtesy that he has extended to us during
the cegsion, T particularly appreciate his
as-istanée and courtesy, which at times T felt
[ hardly deserved. His task is indeed a
difficult one, and while we do not always
agree, he has the happy knack of dealing
with the debates in this House from the
right standpoint. FEach and every memher
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bas done his bit in an endeavour to trame
good legislation for the State. Mr. tGirav,
the Honorary Minister—

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Smiles through.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: ] think he worries
a little sometimes, but he supplies members
with the information that they reguire and
on all occasions is most earnest in spensor-
ing the measures he introduces, We do not
always deal with those measures in the way
he wishes. In our Chairman of Committees
we have a very able member. Looking back
over my long association with this Chamber,
I realise that our very efficient President
amd very efficient Chairman of Committees
have made our work pleasant indeed, and,
speaking for myself, T found it helpful to
be kept on the right track. Mr. Cornell is
always ready and willing to assist with ad-
viee. T myself am at times in need of
direction, and T have to express my thanks
to Mr. Cornell for his assistanee. Althoungh
the Deputy Chairmen of Committees have
nof had a great deal of work to do this
session, they have shown their ability and
courtesy while occupying the position.
From my own experience I e¢an say that
the work of the “Hansard” staff is unique,
in that scarcely a correetion has had to he
made in my speeches.

Hon. T. Moore: And none in mine.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Memhers of that
staft have given excellent service, I have
also a great appreciation of the serviees
that have heen rendered to me by the Chief
Hansard Reporter whenever T have gone to
him for information, as so frequently T have
done. The Clerk of Parliamentis, Mr. Leake,
has heen very efficient in his dubies right
through, and has been very gencrons to me.
I feel that at times T have imposed too much
upon him econeerning matters that often
have hren outside his jorisdirtion. T have
alwavs fonnd him readv and willing to help
members, and that is a great convenienee
to them. He has a trained legal mind and
is well versed in the Standing Orders, M.
Sparks, the Usher of the Back Rod. has been
in his position for a long time. He has a
verv agreeable manner and has proved n
ditigent and able officer. We have lost our
Chief Messenger, Mr. Roberts, who has
taken up military dnties. His suecessor.
however, is going along splendidly and has,
T feel sure. a bright future. Unfortunately.
not many avennes for advancement are open
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to  young men who jJoin the serviee of
Parliament, This young man is both able
and studious and should go a long way. To
members generally I owe a debt of grati-
tude.

Hon, G, W. Miles: T should think so.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER, T am swmre I have
treated the hon. member very generously.
Members are due for thanks for the con-
sideration they have extended to me. T trust
that before we meet again the black clouds
of war will have lightened to a great extent,
and that things will look brighter for the
Mother Country and for Australia, Before
we meet again ten of our members will have
to go hefore the electors. T sincervely hope
they will all be returned to this House with
snbstantial majoritics so that they may earry
on the excellent work they have done in the
past, They have my sincere good wishes.

HON, H. SEDDON (North-East) [7.18]:
I join with the Chicf Sceretary and Mr, Bax-
ter, in cxpressing my appreeiation of the
manner in which you, Mr. President, the
Chairman of Committees, the Leader of the
House, the Honorary Minister, and the offi-
cers of the House including the “Hansard”
staff have earried out their duties during the
session. The work that has devolved upon
the “Hansard” staff has heen particularly
heavy of late, and T offen wonder how they
met through the work as they do. I wish to
express appreciation of the manner in
which the Chief Secretary has carried ount
his work, and the consideration he has al-
ways extended to members. I do so partieu-
larly at present because I feel that very
frequently he is in a posilion where he is
liable to be misundersteod, ar.d that conse-
quently, beeause they have not realised what
the Chicf Secrctary was trying to do, mem-
bers may have misjudged him. T express
my appreciation of the consideration ex-
tended by him fo members generally.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY: (East) [7.20]:
As one who has to go hefore the electors
I wish to exrress the hope that all others
who have to do so mav he returned to ihis
Chamher. T do not expect any serious
tronvlie but we have to nmeet onr clectors
from Hwe [~ time, for that iz all in the
game. T thank you, Mr. President, for the
wonderful way in which vou are able to
control us from time to time by the mere
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nse of the word “Order,” especially when
some of our friends—one or two are sitting
near me—bgeome a little nnruly. It is your
tact that manages to hold them in check. I
congratulate you, and hope to have the plea-
sure of sitting under vou ngain in the near
future. The Chief Secretary always dis-
plays great taet in earrying ount his work
in the House. Ile has again done this sue-
cessfolly. My remarks apply with equal
foree to his vight-hand man, the Honorary
Minister. T thank Ministers for the ready
manner in which they have met us and have
carvied out the work of the House. To
“Hansard” and the officers of the House I
tender my appreeiation, My sineere hope
is that all will have a happy Christmas and
a prosperous New Yenr, and that it will not
be neecessary for us to be called logether
for any reason durving the hot weather. We
should be grateful to the Government that
has managed to get through the work of
the session before we have had any of that
extreme heat we often experience before
Christmas. This is one of the earliest clos-
ings of a session that I ean remember. We
have had a long sitting, and I do not wish
to ocenpy any more of the time of the
House. I think everybody is quite ready
for a leng sleep. T therefore conelude by
wishing all hon. members what I wishel
the President and the Chief Secretary,
namely a happy Christmas and a pros-
perous New Year.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [7.26]:
Ounce again I am indehted to the Chief Sec-
retary for the nice things he said about the
Chairman of Committees and his deputies.
I am nlso indebted to vou, Sir, for courtesy
and consideration extended to me in my
eapacity as Chairman of Committees. T owe
a debt, too, to the Clerks. The one position
I like to oecupy in the House is between
those two gentlemen. Both are diggers, and
we understand each other. I desire to thank
them sincerely for the assistance they have
given me. T also want to thank the Honor-
ary Minister for the manner in whieh he
has handled the business committed to him.
He gets throngh, and that is what matters.
The “Hansard” staff are to he thanked for
the consideration and conrtesy they have
extended, and that applies to the messen-
mers as well. T should like to make special
reference to Mr. Roberts. It is not gener-
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ally known—but where it is known the fact
is appreciated—that Mr. Roberts held a
commissioned rank in the eitizen forees;
but he has joined the sceond ALF. as a
non-commissioned officer. That is some-
thing of which we should be proud.

Digreszing for o moment, I think the
House has established a record at this sit-
ting. It may he said that a lot of us are
getting too old for the jobh and that we can-
not stand up to the work, but 28 members
took part in a division toward the end of
the =ession, and they were led by that patei-
avch, Mv. Franklin. With the passing of
the years T am afraid I have not improved.
Though T might be an ideal Chairman of
Committees, I am not an ideal memher on
the floor of the House, but T think that the
manner in which members take hard knocks
makes Parliamentary life worth while, If
we were all inelined fo he patronising, sit-
ting here would not present any attractions.
Reference has been made to the future of
the British Empire. 1 think the philosophy
to be followed is that held by the men who
fought in the last war. It is summed up in
the phraze, “Why worry?” No matter what
may happen in the near future, in the end
we must win. Those who participated in
the last war were not worried; otherwise we
wonld not have won. The citizens of this
country must gird np their loins and be
prepared to make such saerifices as are
necessary in order that the British Empire
mav emerge triumphant from the war. TIn
econelusion, I wish to fthank the Deputy
Chairmen of Committees for consideration
extended to me. I cannot promote them to
commissioned rank, but I promote them to
the rank of warrant officers, first-class.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir John Kir-
wan—South) [7.30]: Before putting the
moiion, I wish to say that I very much
appreciate the kind remarks made vegard-
ing myzelf. I can only say that I have
tried to do my best, and if T have been in
any way suceessful it is due to the kindness
and consideration extended to me by each
and every one of the members of this
House, and especially by the Chief Secre-
tary and the Honorary Minister. It is due
also to the assistance that has been given
to me by the Chairman of Committess and
the three Deputy Chairmen, and the help
I have received from the officers of the
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House. Those officers have worked together
as a very good team. It may seem to
hon.  members, when everything runs

smoothly, that the work the officers have
to perform is fairly simple, but I am sure
that members recognise that to make mis-
tnkes is very easy, and it is easy also for
the business of the House to get into o
tangle.  That can he avoided only by con-
stant vigilance on the port of the officers
of the House, and I join in the expressions
of thanks made to then. T alse thank
hon. memhers aud the “Mansard” staff;
and we should nnt forget those recording
angels up aloft, the gentlemen of the Press.

To those hon. memhers who are retir-
ing by reason of cffluxion of time I should
like to sayv that T sincercly hope we shall
sce Lhem all back again. They are men who
have rendered good service in this Fouse,
aml they ha-e carried on the traditions of
the Honse. In this Chrirber we have long
been aceustomed to differ from one another
withont quarrelling, and we give each other
credit for doing what is hest from our point
of view in the interests of the whole State.
1 thank all for the kirMness extended to me
in particular, and retu»n thanks on behalf
of the Clerk of Parlinments and the As-
sistant Clerk for the kindly references made
to them by hon. members.

Question put and passed.

House adjowrned at 7.34 am. (Thurs-

day ).



